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Basis of Pakistan Cricket Decline
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The decline of Pakistan cricket has been a matter of concern for many
cricket fans and experts over the years. Several factors have
contributed to Pakistan’s fluctuating performance, which has affected
its standing on the international cricket stage. While Pakistan still
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produces talented players and has a rich history in the sport, it has
faced challenges that have led to its decline in consistency and results.
One of the most notable factors is the constant changes in leadership.
Frequent changes in Chairmen and captains can disrupt team
dynamics and lead to a lack of continuity. In recent years, Pakistan has
had multiple foreign and local coaches, Chairmen and captains across
formats, with each bringing a different approach, making it harder for
the team to build stability.

Pakistan Cricket Team captains are invariably under immense
pressure, both from the media and the public, which impacts their
decision-making and the team'’s performance.

A weak domestic cricket structure in Pakistan has been under criticism
for not providing enough opportunities to young cricketers to develop
their skills. Although Pakistan has tried reforms in the domestic circuit
but the competition is still considered insufficient to groom players for
the international level.

Poor and inadequate training facilities, coaching, and support systems
have also hampered the development of Pakistan’s cricketers. With
fewer resources, players do not always have the best environment to
hone their skills.

Pakistan cricket has frequently faced criticism for having coaching staff
with little international experience or a lack of clear strategies to deal
with modern-day cricket. While some successful coaches have
contributed to the team’s performance, abrupt and frequent coaching
changes have also disrupted continuity in coaching philosophies and
strategies.

The selection committees has often been censured for not selecting
players based on merit or for prioritizing players due to personal or
political reasons, which has further undermined team’s unity and
performance.

Pakistan has always produced individual brilliance, but the team as
whole has always struggled to maintain consistency. Many current
players and in the past have been standouts, there has been a lack of
consistency in performances across the board. For example, their
batting line-up has been known to collapse under pressure, and while
their bowlers can be world-class, there are usually gaps in the fielding
and middle-order batting.

Injuries have afflicted some of Pakistan’s best players, including key
fast bowlers and top-order batsmen, which has interrupted their
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international careers and hindered the team’s ability to form a stable
playing XI.

Pakistan has sometimes struggled in pressure situations, especially in
high-stakes games like semi-finals and finals in global tournaments.
The mental side of the game, including handling pressure, seems to be
a key challenge for Pakistan’s cricketers. When facing big teams or in
tense situations, players have often been unable to deliver under
pressure.

Pakistan has sometimes relied heavily on the brilliance of a few star
players, like Babar Azam or Shaheen Afridi, rather than developing a
well-rounded team. This over-reliance has left gaps in the team’s
ability to cope when those individuals are not performing well.

The team has historically struggled with building partnerships in
batting. Their middle-order, especially in limited-overs cricket, has
been fragile, leading to batting collapses in crucial games.

Despite these challenges, Pakistan cricket has the potential to bounce
back. The country continues to produce exceptional talent and has
seen success in certain formats. With the right coaching, management,
and infrastructure improvements, Pakistan can once again be a force
to reckon with in world cricket.

Investing in grassroots cricket and youth development could help
nurture the next generation of players who can form the core of
Pakistan’s cricket team for years to come.

Tahmeed Sadiq
Birmingham - UK
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