RK' Rahbar International

Saturday, May 2nd 2026

YOUR WORLD IN WORDS

Washington Post claims India pressured US to
shield ousted Bangladesh PM Hasina from
sanctions
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The Washington Post on Fridayreported that India exerted pressure on the United States to
preventsanctions against ousted Bangladesh’s Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, amid allegations of
humanrightsviolations. According to the report, the USwas considering imposing sanctions on
Hasina over the imprisonment of political rivals, suppression of freedom of expression, and other
humanrightsabusesin Bangladesh. US diplomats had previously criticised Hasina for barring
opposition candidates from participatingin the recent elections. Tensions escalated when Hasina
accused the US of attempting to overthrow her government, prompting US senators to urge
PresidentJoe Biden toimpose sanctions on her administration. However, India intervened at

high-level meetings, appealing to the USnot toimpose sanctions on Hasina. The report suggests


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/washington-post-claims-india-pressured-us-to-shield-ousted-bangladesh-pm-hasina-from-sanctions/

thatIndian officialsrequested leniency towards her, highlighting the strategic importance of

BangladeshtoIndia.Speaking to the Washington Post under the condition of anonymity, an

Indian official stated that theyhad made it clear to US authorities that the situation in Bangladesh

was of significantimportance to India. The official emphasised that without consensus on

strategicissues, the US could notregard India as a strategic partner.



