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internet slowdown
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The Islamabad High Court (IHC) has removed the Registrar's Office's objections to a petition
challengingtheinstallation ofa firewall and the slowdown of internet services. The courthas
scheduled the petition for hearing on Tuesday.IHC ChiefJustice Aamer Farooq presided over the
hearingregarding the petition. During the proceedings, the petitioner’s counsel, Imaan Mazari,
argued thatthe objectionsraised by the Registrar’s Office were unjustified. The petition urged the
courttohalttheinstallation of the firewall, arguing thatitinfringes on citizens’ fundamental
rights.Itfurtherrequeststhatthe installation of the firewall be subject to consultation with all
stakeholders and be conditioned on the protection of basicrights. The petition also called for
internetaccesstoberecognised asafundamental humanright under the Constitution, asitis

essential forlivelihoods. Justice Farooqremarked that three of the objectionswould be considered


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/ihc-removes-objections-on-petition-against-internet-slowdown/

onthejudicial side, while the fourth objection pertained to the alleged use of inappropriate

language in the petition. The counsel clarified that the petition only included a tweet, which did

notcontain anyinappropriatelanguage. Following this clarification, the court removed the

objectionsand directed that the case be scheduled for hearing the next day. The petition, filed by a

seniorjournalist, challenged the installation of a firewall and the resultant internet disruptions.

Thepetition named the cabinet division secretary, IT ministry secretary, Interior ministry

secretary, the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority, and the human rights ministry as

respondents.



