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ISLAMABAD:

Rawalpindi's Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC) has discharged Bushra Bibi, the wife of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder and former prime minister Imran Khan, from 12 cases connected
toMay9riots.Judge Malik Ejaz Asif ofthe ATC presided over the hearing held at Adiala Jail, where
the Rawalpindipolice had requested the physical remand of Bushra Bibi for further investigation
into the May9incidents. During the detailed hearing, the court examined the police's request for
physical remand, which was aimed atinvestigating Bushra Bibi's alleged involvementin 12 cases,
including the attack on the General Headquarters (GHQ). However, after careful consideration,
the courtrejected the police’s plea and discharged Bushra Bibi from all related cases. Bushra Bibi's

legal counsel, Barrister Salman Safdar, expressed his satisfaction with the ATC's decision to
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discharge her fromthe casesrelated to May 9 events. Speaking to the media, Safdar highlighted the
significance of the court’s ruling, stating thatitwas a welcome outcome after several days oflegal
proceedings. Safdar noted that Bushra Bibihad been named in the cases based on various
statements, which, according to him, had nolegal standing. “The court thoroughly reviewed the
arguments from both sides before deliveringits decision,” he said. He further mentioned that the
Rawalpindipolice had requested physical remand for Bushra Bibi, which the courtrejected,
leadingto her discharge from all the cases. The prosecution had presented three statementsto the
court, alleging Bushra Bibi'sinvolvementin the May 9 incidents. “The court rightly questioned
whytherehad beensilence for over a year and three monthssince the events of May 9, Safdar
remarked. He further stated that the court dismissed the validity of statements made by co-
accusedindividuals, emphasising that theyheld noweightin the case against Bushra Bibi. He also
mentioned thatthe decision could potentially impact the ongoing cases against the PTIfounder,
whowasrecently acquitted in the cypher case although a final decisionis yettobe announced.
Four prosecutorswere present during the hearing, and while the prosecutionretains the right to
challengethe court'sdecision, Safdar stressed that he has never criticised a court ruling,
underscoring his professionalism as alawyer. “Decisions have been made evenin the dead of

night, buttoday’sruling is a positive development,” he concluded.



