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Army chiefstresses state’s duty to shield public
from ‘social media dangers’
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ISLAMABAD:

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Syed Asim Munir has underscored the state’s responsibility to
protectthe public from the dangers and chaos caused by social media. Addressing a National
Youth ConventioninIslamabad on Wednesday, where Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharifwas alsoin
attendance, thearmy chiefemphasised the importance of safeguarding the nation from the
disruptive impact of online platforms. “A strong bond between the people, the government, and
the militaryis the guarantee of Pakistan's security and development,” General Munir stated. He
expressed confidencein the country’s future, pointing out that the “sparklein the eyes” of the
youthisasignofhope and security for Pakistan. The army chiefhighlighted the value of an

independent state, urging the audience to consider the struggles of those inregionslike Libya,
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Syria, Kashmir, and Gaza. “Tounderstand freedom’sworth, look at their plight,” he said.
Addressing the youth directly, henoted, “Knowledge iswhatsets a person apart.” He also
reminded them of theimportance of resilience, quoting the Quran, “Do people think that they will
beleftalonebecause theysay: ‘Webelieve, and willnotbetested?” General Munir dismissed the
narrative of Pakistan'simpending economic collapse, asking rhetorically, “Where are those who
predicted Pakistan's defaultnow?” He declared Pakistan'syouth asthe nation's most valuable
asset, vowing, “We will notletitgotowaste.” The army chief concluded his address by recitinga
verse from Allama Igbal: “Thefate of nationslies in the hands of individuals; every person is a star
in the destiny of the nation.” During a subsequent Q&A session, General Munir addressed
concernsabouttherecentunrestin Parachinar, urging triballeaderstowork together toresolve
local disputes. He praised the people of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa for their unwavering supportofthe
Pakistan Armyin the fight against terrorism over the past 22 years. “Thave faith that Allah will

grantus a decisive victory against terrorism,  he concluded.



