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Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti declared that the recentviolence in the province wasnot
an ethnic conflict, butrather an act of terrorism. “It was terrorists who killed Pakistanis,” Bugti
said, emphasising that Balochs did not kill Punjabis. In a press conference held in Quetta on
Monday, Bugtiannounced that checkpointswould be reinstated across Balochistan to maintain
law and order. He dismissed any influence from propaganda. “We willnot tolerate any challenge
tothe state’sauthority, and we will protect our citizens atall costs, he asserted. Bugtiurged those
sympathising with the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) toleave their governmentjobs and openly
supportthe groupiftheychoseto.Bugtirevealed that 84% of missing persons caseshad been
resolved and criticised leaders of the missing persons’ movement for notraising the issue during

negotiations. “Their only aimis to portray the state as a failure and to cultivate support for
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terrorists, hestated. The chiefminister reiterated that checkpointswould be established to
prevent terrorist movements, and supporters of terrorists would also face consequences. “We will
notsuccumb to social media propaganda; we will take all necessary measuresto ensure the
province'speace and security,  Bugtivowed. He criticised the media and certain circles for
labelling terroristsas “disgruntled Balochs,” despite their violent actions. Bugti expressed
readinessto engage in dialogue with political groups but ruled out talks with terrorists. “Ifthisis a
politicalissue, we are willing to talk to political parties, but there will be no dialogue with
terrorists, hesaid. Bugtiidentified three groups actively opposing the state: armed groups, social
activists, and social media users, some of whom unknowingly fall victim to baseless propaganda.
He cited the example of Bashir Zeb, a known terrorist, whose family members held government
jobs and sympathised with terrorists. Bugti emphasised that the government would not spare
terroristsor their facilitators. He announced plans torestrict 4G internet services, as terrorists
oftenrecord their attacks and disseminate footage using high-speed internet. Extending an olive
branch, Bugti offered dialogue to those willing tolay down arms and join the mainstream. He
stressed that the motives of those surrendering would be scrutinised to prevent exploitation. “We
cannotallowsomeone todisarm, receive treatment, and then return to stand against the state

oncetheyrecover,” hewarned. Bugti paid tribute to the ten Frontier Corps soldierskilledin a



recent terrorist attack, honouringtheirsacrifice. He reiterated the state’s commitment to
supporting the oppressed and maintaining peace in Balochistan. “The people of Balochistan have

always opposed armed actions and desired peace,” Bugti concluded.



