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Russia has sharply criticized the globalsilence from “neoliberal elites” regarding the arrest of
Telegram founder Pavel Durov by French authorities. Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman
Maria Zakharovaurged the international community to condemn the detention, labelingitan

assaulton free speech and aviolation ofinternational law.

Durovwasarrested on Saturday at Le Bourget airportin France upon arrival from Azerbaijan.
During a press conference in Moscow, Zakharova denounced the arrest, accusing France of
disregardinginternational norms meantto protectfreedom of expression. She highlighted the

widespread outrage among social media users, financial experts, and independent public figures,
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contrastingitwith the silence fromneoliberal elites.

“Inthis situation, relevant international structures must act to protect freedom of speech and

information dissemination and denounce the French authorities’ actions,” Zakharova stated.

French media reports suggest that Durov s arrestistied to concerns over Telegram'slack of
moderation and hisrefusal to cooperate with law enforcement. Paris hasaccused Durov of
enabling crimes committed via the platform, including drug trafficking, crimes against children,

and fraud.

The arresthas sparked backlash, with many prominentfigures arguing thatitwas politically
motivated. Critics claim that the French authorities aim to exert control over Telegram, a platform
renowned forits strong emphasis on privacy and security, which has garnered global popularity.
Theinternational community isnow being called upon to address thisissue and uphold the

principles of free speech.



