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(By Ahsan Ansari)

Pakistan Air Force Day is celebrated annually on the 7th of September, a day that commemorates
the bravery, dedication, and heroic feats of the Pakistan Air Force (PAF). The significance of this
day dates back to the Indo-Pak war of 1965, where the PAF played a pivotal role in defending the
country against a much larger Indian Air Force.

The roots of this celebration lie in the events of 7th September 1965. Despite having a smaller fleet,
the Pakistan Air Force achieved significant victories, turning the tide in Pakistan’s favor. The skill
and bravery of the PAF pilots brought international recognition to the force, and their critical
missions were instrumental in defending Pakistan’s sovereignty.
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One of the most celebrated heroes of the 1965 war is Squadron Leader Muhammad Mahmood
Alam, famously known as M.M. Alam. His remarkable feat of shooting down five Indian aircraft in
under a minute during an aerial battle over Sargodha is legendary. His bravery, precision, and
skill have cemented his place in the annals of air combat history, making him a symbol of the PAF’s
strength and courage.

Another national hero is Pilot Officer Rashid Minhas, who displayed extraordinary bravery
during the 1971 Indo-Pakistani War. He became the youngest and the only PAF officer to receive
the Nishan-e-Haider, Pakistan’s highest military honor, for his selfless sacrifice.

Since its inception in 1947, the PAF has evolved into a modern and well-equipped force,
continuously innovating and upgrading its capabilities. The day also serves as a tribute to the
relentless efforts of engineers, ground staff, and the entire PAF team, whose contributions are
integral to the success and strength of the air force.

Across the nation, Pakistan Air Force Day is marked with various events and activities. Air shows
are held at airbases, where fighter jets like the JF-17 Thunder, F-16, and Mirage perform
breathtaking maneuvers, demonstrating the technical prowess and readiness of the PAF. Special
parades and ceremonies are organized at PAF bases to honor the officers and airmen who have
rendered outstanding service to the country.



Television channels also play a significant role in celebrating the day by airing special programs,
documentaries, and interviews with veterans of the 1965 war. These narratives not only honor the
sacrifices of the past but also instill a sense of patriotism and pride in future generations.

In recent years, the Pakistan Air Force has continued to stand as a formidable power in the region.
Equipped with advanced fighter jets and cutting-edge training programs, the PAF’s capabilities
have only strengthened. The indigenous development of the JF-17 Thunder fighter jet, in
collaboration with China, is a testament to Pakistan’s growing self-reliance in defense technology.

Pakistan Air Force Day is more than just a celebration of military achievements; it is a day of
national pride and reflection. It serves as a reminder of the courage and dedication of the men and
women who defend Pakistan’s skies with unwavering resolve. On this day, the entire nation
comes together to honor its heroes, celebrate its strength, and inspire future generations to carry
forward the legacy of service, sacrifice, and excellence.

Pakistan Zindabad. Pakistan Paindabad.


