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India’s Supreme Court orders doctors to resume
work amid protests
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India’s Supreme Courthas mandated all protesting doctors to return towork by Tuesday, warning
of possible “adverse action” ifthe directive is not followed. The protests began after the tragic rape
and murder of afemale trainee doctor at RG Kar Medical College in Kolkata, West Bengal, whose

bodywasdiscovered on August9.

The doctors, demandingjustice and improved hospital conditions, haveraised concerns aboutthe
lack of security and basicamenities, including resting spaces for staffin government-run
hospitals. Inresponse, the courthasurged the West Bengal government to address these concerns

byinstalling CCTV cameras and providing separate duty rooms and toilets for male and female
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staff.

ChiefJustice DY Chandrachud emphasized that doctors must prioritize their responsibility to

serve the public. The court, which initiated the case following widespread outrage, had previously

established a task force to enhance hospital safety.

Theincidenthassparkedinternational demonstrations, with protestsheldin over 130 cities

across 25 countries, drawing attention to ongoingissues of sexual violence againstwomen in

India.



