Rahbar International

Friday, August 8th 2025

H

YOUR WORLD IN WORDS

PTIleadership offers unconditional apology
over Gandapur s remarks againstjournalists
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Journalists staged protestsin both the Senate and National Assembly on Monday after Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur made objectionable remarks aboutthe media
duringlast night'srally. The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)leadership swiftlyissued an
unconditional apology.During the Senate session, journalists boycotted proceedings in protest
against Gandapur s speech. PTI Chairman Barrister Gohar personally approached the journalists,
offering an apology. “Werespect the entire journalist community,” Goharsaid. “Iextend an
unconditional apology for any hurt caused by the chief minister'sremarks, which were directed at
onlyafewjournalists.” He clarified that the speech was political, adding, “Wehavenointention of
escalating tensions. If we wanted to take thelaw into our hands, we could have done so by now.

Thereisimmense public pressure for PTIfounder Imran Khan'srelease.” Simultaneously, in the
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National Assembly, parliamentaryreporters also boycotted the session. Leader of the Opposition
Omar Ayub, accompanied by Barrister Gohar, visited the media gallery to apologise.Journalists
howeverdemanded a directapology from Ali Amin Gandapur. Later, Senators Afnan Ullah Khan
and Aon Abbas Bappialsovisited the press gallery toreconcile with the media representatives.
Lastnight, journalistshad announced their intention to file alawsuitagainst CM Gandapur
following hisderogatory remarks for them at the PTIrally. The K-P CM while addressing the rally
atIslamabad’s Sangjani made severe allegations, labelling journalists as ‘sellouts’ and ‘brokers’.
These statements were strongly condemned by reporters. Additionally, journalists reported that
PTIworkers surrounded the DSNG (Digital Satellite News Gathering) vehicles present at the rally
site during Gandapur s speech. They expressed concerns for their safety, stating that the

atmosphere created by the CM's address had put them at risk.



