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Former Prime Minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder, Imran Khan, has admitted
thathisplannedrally on August 22 was postponed at the request of the establishment, citing
concernsover potential unrestin the country. During an informal conversation with journalists at
Adiala]Jail, Imranrevealed that Azam Swati, acting as an intermediary on behalf of the
establishment, approached him early that morning torequest therally's postponement. Swati
conveyed thatwith a cricket match and protests by religious partiesin Islamabad, therally could
fuelinstability. Imran added that the establishment guaranteed full supportfor an alternaterally
scheduled for September 8. “Ipostponed the August 22 rally for the sake of Pakistan, he said. In
responsetoaquestion, Imran dismissed suggestions thathe soughtlegal relief for personal gain,

stating thathe had been offered a dealtoremain silent for three years, which would haveled to his


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/postponed-august-22-rally-at-establishments-request-imran-khan-claims/

casesbeing dropped. “IfIwanted relief, Iwould have fled the country,” heremarked. Imran also
warned oflaunching a strong protestmovementif Justice Qazi Faez Isaisreinstated, calling him
the mostbiased judge in the country’s history. Cases filed against PTIleaders over Islamabad rally
violations Police in Islamabad have filed three cases against the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leadership for failing to conclude arally on time, pelting stones on police officers, and violating
designated routes. The caseswereregistered under the Public Order and Peace Act, following the
PTI's public gathering.The first case waslodged at Sangjani Police Station for the rally exceeding its
permitted timelimit. A second case wasregistered at Sumbal Police Station for violating the pre-
approvedroute byleading convoysthrough Sadaat Colony and Srinagar Highway. The third case,
filed at Noon Police Station, pertains to stone-pelting on law enforcement officials, including
senior superintendent of police (SSP) Safe City and other officers. Earlier today, federal ministers
Attaullah Tarar and Engineer Amir Magam alleged that attendees at the opposition’srecentrally
were forced to participate, accusing the opposition of using unethical tactics to fill their event.
Speakingatapress conference inIslamabad, the ministers criticized the opposition, particularly
the Chief Minister of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, for hisuse of provocativelanguage at therally.
Yesterday, after along gap, Imran Khan's beleaguered party finally managed to hold a massive

rallyinIslamabad amid clashes with the capital's police which left dozens of policemen and PTI



workersinjured. Authoritieshad granted permission to the PTItohold a public gatheringin the
capitalon Sunday. However, they had also turned Islamabad literally into a walled city with
shipping containersblocking alltheroadslinking it to neighboring Rawalpindiin anticipation of
therally and over 6,000 personnel of police and the Frontier Constabulary (FC) manning the
routes. Publictransportation, including the Metro Bus service between Rawalpindi and
Islamabad, aswell asthe Green and Blue Line bus services within Islamabad, were suspended
while trainsarriving in Islamabad and Rawalpindi were delayed. All hotels, guesthouses, and
shopsaround the gathering venue were also closed on the order of the relevant police station. A
daybefore the PTI's 8 Septemberrally, the PML-Nled federal governmenthad brought a new
piece oflegislation Peaceful Assembly and Public Order Act, 2024 toregulate permissions for
public gatherings and stiffen up the punishments against violators. Therecent Islamabad rally too
washeld after courtintervention. Despite these obstacles, alarge number of PTIworkersreached
therally which was addressed by anumber of PTI and opposition parties’ leaders. During his
address, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur announced that Lahore would

bethe nextbattleground.



