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ChiefJustice of Pakistan (CJP) QaziFaez Isamaintained on Monday that transparencyin the apex
courthasimprovedsignificantly, stating that past practices of predicting case outcomesbased on
the “bench composition” nolonger exist. Speaking at a full court reference marking the start of the
newjudicial year on Monday, CJP Isaremarked, “Previously, it was common to predict the
outcome of a casejust bylooking at thebench”. “Now, evenIdonot knowwhich judges will sit
alongside me foracase,” he continued. Inhis address, the CJP outlined several reforms aimed at
enhancingthejudicial process, including thelive broadcasting ofhearings. Henoted that the
decision to air cases of publicinterest was made to provide direct access to court proceedings. “The
purpose oflive transmission was to show our performance to the public. Before this, people only

knew what TV channels or YouTubersreported,” he explained. The first case broadcastlive, he


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/predicting-verdicts-based-on-benches-is-a-thing-of-past-cjp-isa/

pointed out, was the Practice and Procedure Act, which was heard by the full court. The rulingled
toatransfer of powers from the ChiefJustice to a panel of three judges. ChiefJusticeIsaalso
highlighted changesin court procedures, including the approval of the causelist. “Previously, the
ChiefJustice would approve the causelist every Thursday, and had the authority to modifyit .
“That power hasnowbeen abolished, and itis now the Registrar s responsibility to schedule cases
for hearings. The causelistnolonger comes to the ChiefJustice,” hesaid. He further mentioned
thathehadreturned luxuryvehicles provided for official use, including a bulletproof Land
Cruiser stationed at the Lahoreregistry. “Itold the government to sell these cars and buy buses for
the publicinstead,” Isaadded. Addressing the issue ofjudges’ inclinations, the chiefjustice noted
that “everyjudge develops certain tendencies over time”. “It becomes somewhat clearif a case
landswith a particularjudge, whether theywould lean towards the prosecution or not. This
happensallover theworld.” Isa alsorevealed that all staff members on deputation at the SChad
been sentback, asno one should remain in such positions for more than three years. “Their stay
was preventing the promotion of permanent employees. With their departure, 146 Supreme Court
employees have been promoted and 78 new appointments made, he stated. Regarding case
assignment, he clarified that “it'snolonger the Chief Justice who assigns cases, but a committee.

Criticize, but speak the truth and reportthe facts.” While the outgoing year showcaseda



harmoniousrelationship between thejudiciary, the executive, and superior bars, itwas anything
but smooth sailing. The top court’s critical role in enforcing the date of the 2024 general elections
compelling key stakeholdersto announce February 8 asthe election day remains a featherinits
cap.However, controversieslurked around every corner. The January 13 ruling, in which CJP Isa
declared PTI sintra-party election illegal and subsequently revoked its election symbol, casta
long shadow over the fairness of the upcoming elections. PTTleader Imran Khan faced convictions
inthree separate cases before the polls, with critics pointing to the lack of due process. The
superiorjudiciary’s passive stance on the alleged manipulation of judicial proceedings only fed
theimpressionthatithaslargelyremained asilent spectator, watching from the sidelines as
tensions flared. The PTI has already knocked on the SC’s door with a petition to constitute a judicial
commissionto probe alleged riggingin the elections. The petitionremains pending. Moreover,
despite thejudiciary’s efforts, the election results did not deliver for the “powerful circles.” PTI,
now reeling from theloss of three National Assembly seats after CJPIsa’s decision torestore the
ECP’srecounting ordersin key constituencies, continues to cry foul, with petitions on alleged
rigging still pending before the court. On the flip side, the current government is at ease with CJP
Isa.However, thelooming specter of hisretirement has fueled concerns within the corridors of

power, with officials wary of what the future might hold once Isa exits the scene.



