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Tensions surge in Manipur: 33 arrested amid
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Indian authoritieshave detained 33 individuals following arecent flare-up of ethnicviolence in

Manipur state. The violence has prompted the imposition of a curfew and an internet blackout,

officialsreported on Thursday.

The conflict, which beganin May 2023, pits the predominantly Hindu Meitei majority against the

mainly Christian Kuki community, resultingin over 200 deaths. The unresthasfragmented

communitiesin the northeastern state, which borders Myanmar.

Recentclasheshave claimed atleast 11 lives, marked by a significant escalationinvolving

insurgentswho used rockets and drones to drop bombs. The police statement confirmed that 33
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people and sevenjuvenileshavebeen apprehended inresponse to the violent protests.

Authoritieshavereinstated aninternet shutdown, echoinglast year's extended blackout, and
enforced a curfew. Despite these measures, hundreds in Imphal, the state capital, defied the

curfew and protested, demanding action against Kukiinsurgent groups.

Therootofthe conflictliesinlong-standing tensions overland and employment between the
Meitei and Kuki communities. Critics accuse localleaders of deepening these ethnic divisions for
political gain. The region, under the administration of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Bharatiya

Janata Party, has seen around 60,000 displaced by the violence, with many unable toreturnhome



