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PM Shehbaz,son Hamza seekreliefin Ramzan Sugar Mills

reference under amended NAB law
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Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharifand hisson, Hamza Shehbaz, have soughtreliefin the Ramzan
Sugar Millsreference, requesting the accountability court to declare it outside itsjurisdiction
under the newly amended National Accountability Bureau (NAB) law. The legal team for the

father-sonduofiled a petition, arguing that the accountability court nolonger hasthe authority to
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hearthereferencebased ontherecentamendmentstothe NABlaw. Theyrequested that the court
return the case tothe NAB chairman for reconsideration. The court, inresponse, asked NAB to
submititsreply by October 11.Additionally, the court granted Shehbaz Sharif's request for a one-
day exemption from personal appearance, with hisrepresentative Anwar Hussain attending on
hisbehalf. Earlierin the day, an accountability courtacquitted Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah and othersin the Nooriabad Power Project case, following NAB'swithdrawal request. This
decision follows a Supreme Courtrulinglast month that overturned a previousjudgment, which
hadinvalidated changestothe NABlaws. Therulingbyalarger bench, led by ChiefJustice of
Pakistan QaziFaezIsa, upheld the amendmentsto the National Accountability Ordinance (NAO)
2000, providing significant reliefto several political figures, including members of the ruling
PML-N.Thedecisionreversed a prior ruling by former ChiefJustice Umar Ata Bandial and retired

JusticeIjazul Ahsan, who had nullified the amendments.



