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AltafHamid Rao.

MIRPUR (AJK): Oct 04: Kashmir's head priest, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, stated that ongoing elections
inIndian-occupied Jammu Kashmir State cannot be construed of the settlement for the Kashmir

issue, saysareportreaching here Fridaynight from across theline of control.
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Heemphasized thatelections should notbe viewed as aresolution to thelongstanding Kashmir

conflict.

Inasermon at Jamia Masjid in occupied Srinagar on Friday, he noted that the Hurriyat has
disagreed with claims that the electionsto the socalled Legislative Assemblyin IIO]JKresolve the

Kashmirissue, whichremainsunresolved sinceitsinception forlastover 77 years.

Mirwaiz criticized the Government of India’s sinister actions on August5, 2019, asserting that

these donot constitute aresolution.

He called for meaningful dialogue between India and Pakistan asameansto achievelasting peace

intheregion through early peaceful settlement of Kashmirissue.

Hewarned against the potential escalation of conflict in Kashmir.

Mirwaiz said he has consistently opposed the violence in addressing the Kashmirissue.

Hehighlighted that the Hurriyat does not wantyouthinvolved in violence, as the Kashmir conflict

has affected multiple generations.

Hereiterated that the elections, should notbe misconstrued as a solution to the political dispute of

Kashmir. He called on the Government of India to engage in meaningful talks with Pakistan, one of



the major stakeholders. to address the Kashmirissue

Mirwaiz also raised concerns about the closure ofhistoric Jamia Masjid in occupied Srinagar by

theIndian occupational forces during significant religious occasions and expressed hope for

greater freedom to attend religious functions amid his ongoinglegal challengesregarding hislong

house arrestin occupiedSrinaga, thereportadded.



