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Vice President Kamala Harrisis under fire for closed-door meetings with Arab and Muslim

advocates, astensionsrise over U.S.support for Israel in the Gaza conflict. Harrisrecently met

with community membersin Flint, Michigan, a key battleground state with a sizable Arab-

Americanpopulation. Asimilar virtual meeting was held days earlier by her national security


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/harris-faces-criticism-over-private-meetings-with-arab-muslim-voters-amid-israel-gaza-conflict/

adviser.

Criticsargue the meetingslack transparency and offer nomeaningful engagement. Hussein
Dabajeh, aLebanese-American political consultant in Detroit, criticized the Harris campaign for
avoiding open dialogue with Arab and Muslim Americans, suggesting that the meetingsare more

aboutopticsthanreal outreach.

Dabajeh stated thatthe broader electorate isthe main audience, with the Democratic Party
attempting to portray Harris asinclusive without addressing core concerns, particularly
regarding U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East. The Biden administration’s unwavering support
forIsraelhascaused frustration among Arab and Muslim voters, who hoped for amore balanced

approachtothe conflict.

Despite Harris' effortsto engage minority communities ahead of the 2024 election, some fear the
lack of policy change and substantive discussion may harm voter enthusiasmin key stateslike

Michigan



