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Georgetown Universityin Qatar (GU-Q)is excited to host a literary conversation featuring Pulitzer
Prize-winning author Hisham Matar in dialogue with internationally acclaimed novelist Kamila
Shamsie. This event, part of the university s distinguished Qalamseries, will take place on October

23,2024, at6:30 pminthe GU-Q Auditorium.

The celebrated Libyan-British author Hisham Matar is best known for his memoir TheReturn,
which won the Pulitzer Prize and wasnamed one of the New York Times 100 Best Books of the 21st
Century. Hisdebutnovel, In the Country of Men, a powerful exploration oflife under dictatorship,
was shortlisted for the 2006 Booker Prize. Hislatest work, My Friends, continues his exploration of
exileand human connection, receiving critical acclaim with the Orwell Prize for Political Fiction, a

place onthe Booker Prizelonglist, and a National Book Award finalist recognition.

Kamila Shamsie, GU—Q’s inaugural Writer-in-Residence, willlead the discussion, exploring
Matar sliteraryjourney and the broader themes ofhis work. Shamsie’s renowned works include
Burnt Shadows, shortlisted for the Orange Prize for Fiction in 2009, and Home Fire, which won the

2018 Women's Prize for Fiction.

GU-Q Dean Safwan Masriunderscored the significance of thislatest event, saying, “Hisham and
Kamila's shared experiences as storytellers promise to make this a deeply engaging dialogue that

willresonate with anyone who has grappled with the search for home, whetherliteral or



metaphorical.”

Launchedin September 2024, Qalamhas previously hosted Nobel Laureate Abdulrazak Gurnah,

underscoring GU-Q's commitment to bringing global literary voices to Qatar.

This openpubliceventisnotto be missed byliterature enthusiasts and those captivated by the
transformative power of storytelling. Register here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pulitzer-

prize-winner-hisham-matar-in-conversation-with-kamila-shamsie-tickets-1039849105667



