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Qatar, Indonesiaseal MoU to offer Scholarships to Afghan

Students
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Doha, October 20 (QNA)-The State of Qatar and the Republic of Indonesia haveinked a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) that provides Afghan students scholarships to pursue

studyinIndonesia.

HE Minister of State for International Cooperation, Lolwah bint Rashid Al Khater signed the MoU
viavideo conference with HE Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia, Retno

LestariPriansari Marsudi.

The MoU aims to establish a cooperation framework to build human capacities of the Afghan

people by providing scholarships to study in the Republic of Indonesia.

In attendance were HE Acting Director of Asian Affairs Department, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, AlJohara Fakhro, and HE Director for South and Central Asian Affairs at the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs ofthe Republic of Indonesia, Jatmiko Prasetyo.

HE AlKhater gave aspeech hailing the Qatar-Indonesia deep and historical relationship across
multiple areas, citing that 2023 Qatar-Indonesia Year of Culture that celebrated both nations’

Islamicheritage and art.
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Her Excellency expressed the State of Qatar s pride in the work of several national companiesin
Indonesia, a G20 member, stressing thatthe MoU adds international development as another
dimensionto Qatari-Indonesianrelations, with both countries cooperatingto support global

human development, specifically in Afghanistan.

The scholarship program is part of the two countries’ broader shared vision and mission to
supporteducation and development projectsin Afghanistanlocally and globally, with a particular
focuson creating opportunities thatempower Afghan youth to build a brighter and more

prosperous future in their country, Her Excellency added.

Affirming Doha's plans to press on unwavering support for Afghanistan, HE Al Khater spoke about

Qatar s USD 75 million pledge to support the Central Asian country.

Her Excellency stressed the MoU would boost the Qatar-Indonesia mutual commitment to
establish aframework of cooperation to help build human capacities of the Afghan people by
providing scholarships for Afghan students to studyin the Republic of Indonesia, affirming that it

willbe arich and enjoyable journey for them in Indonesia.

Her Excellency affirmed that the State of Qatar will continue to provide humanitarian and

developmentassistance to the Afghan people, in partnership with Indonesia and other sisterly



and friendly countriesin the fields ofhealth, food security and capacity building, expressing her
beliefthat the partnership with Indonesia will support the coming generation ofin Afghanistan.
Meanwhile, HE Marsudi said the two countries’ collaboration to offer scholarships to Afghan
students affirms their shared commitment to building a brighter future for Afghanistan, and

reflects and embodies the spirit of solidarity and cooperation.

She added thatthe ongoing humanitarian crisisin Afghanistan underscores the urgent need for
education, especially for Afghan women and girls, noting that Indonesia does not only provide
academic paths, butalso enhancestheresilience and hope of the Afghan people in order torebuild

their homeland.

Her Excellency pointed out that Qatar and Indonesia have enhanced access to education for
Afghansbysigning an MoU to provide humanitarian and development assistance, and hosting the
International Conference on Afghan Women's Education in Baliin December 2022, which
succeeded in mobilizing international support for the education and empowerment of Afghan
women.

There are more than 20 Afghan students benefiting from scholarships, Her Excellency added,
expressing happinesstolaunch thisstrategic scholarship cooperation with Qatar as akey

supporter.



Her Excellency noted that the signing of the MoU will enable more Afghan students to pursue
higher education at Indonesian universities, expressing her particular gratitude for Qatar'’s

generous supportin makingthisinitiative possible.

Shepointed out thatIndonesia provided thisyear 10 million polio vaccine doses and humanitarian
aid tothe Afghan people affected by natural disasters, in addition toits cooperation with alocal
non-governmental organizationto organize a psychosocial project thatincludes 400 Afghan
women, providing them with the opportunity to participate in sociallife and enabling them to

overcome their challenges.

Affirming her beliefin the importance of creating a favorable environment for Afghan women
and providing furtherjob opportunities, Her Excellency highlighted her country'sreadiness to

help develop abusiness model for Islamic microfinance thatis appropriate for Afghanistan.



