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Supreme Court Justices Mansoor Ali Shah and Ayesha Malik shared somelight-hearted remarks
thattouched ontherecently approved 26th Constitutional Amendment. Their comments came as
partofongoing deliberations onthe amendment, which was passed by both the Senate and the
National Assembly.During a hearingrelated to the establishment of the Climate Change Authority,
Justice Mansoor Ali Shah engaged in a witty exchange with the Additional Attorney General,
askingifthe notification for the appointment of the authority’s chairman had been issued.Upon
hearing thatithadnot, Justice Shah humourously noted, “Now all the busyness mustbe over,”
referencing therecentlegislative focus on the amendment.In a separate case concerningthe
Competition Commission, Justice Shah furtherjoked about whether the case should nowbe
handled bya constitutional bench, adding that thismightsoon become arecurring questioninthe
Supreme Court.Justice Ayesha Malik alsojoined in, humorously remarking, “Nowyou and your
constitutional benches can figureitout,” inresponse tothe changinglegallandscape.The justices
concluded by postponing the hearing for three weeks, with Justice Mansoor noting that the
situation willbecome clearer by then.After the Senate passed the 26th Constitutional Amendment
Bill 2024 with a two-thirds majority on Sunday evening, the National Assembly also passed the

heavily contested bill with a two-thirds majority. The government needed to secure 224 votes to go
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overthelineanditmanagedtosecure 225 votesas some opposition members staged awalk out. NA
Speaker Ayaz Sadiqbegan the voting process after giving the floor to parliamentary leaders of
various political parties. The billwas presented in the National Assembly by Law Minister Azam
Nazeer Tarar during a session that commenced late Sunday night and extended into the early
hoursof Monday morning.The billhasbeen in development for some time, with discussions
facilitated by a special parliamentary committee formed last month. The committee included
representatives from all political parties, including the PTI, and reviewed various proposals to
finalise the bill's content.After a briefrecess, Pakistan People's Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardariaddressed the assembly, delivering a speechlasting over 50 minutes. He
expressed his appreciation for Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F) Chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman,
recognizing his pivotalrolein facilitating the bill's passage.“Maulana Fazlur Rehman did the most
toensure the success of this bill. His contribution hasbeen historic, and I can proudly say he played
the mostsignificant partinit,” Bilawal stated. He stated that the amendments had been passed
with 100 per cent political consensus.Bilawal extended his gratitude to several political parties,
including the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan
(MQM-P), Independent Parliamentary Group (IPP), JUI-F, Awami National Party (ANP), and

others for their cooperation.Notably, he also acknowledged the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),



saying, “Ialsothankthe PTI for playing a partin this historic achievement. Thisis a political
success, and Iwish youwouldn thave portrayed your own victory as aloss. However, PTI's
Leader of the Oppositionin the National Assembly, Omar Ayub Khan, took the opportunityto
criticise the amendments, arguing that they failed to reflect the true will of the Pakistani people.He
directed a pointed remark at Law Minister Tarar and Bilawal, suggesting that those whohad “gone
missing” should also have been acknowledged during the expressions of thanks.Ayub recounted
allegations of mistreatment faced by PTIlawmakers, stating, These were all tactics to pressure us.
The mistreatment of Imran Khan injailis also an example. The PTIalleged that seven ofits
lawmakershad been “abducted” and accused the government of attempting to enact the
amendmentunder duress. Questioning the urgency of the amendment’s passage, Ayub asked,
“Whatwould have happened had it been passed on October 31?.”He further expressed concern
thatthe amendments aimed to undermine judicial independence, asserting, “We donot think this
governmentis capable ofbringing constitutional amendments. Therefore, we have instructed PTI
members notto become part of this process.”Inresponse to the discussions, Defence Minister
Khawaja Asifdefended the amendment, stating thatits passage through the Senate was essential
torestore the respect and dignity of the parliament and the House. “There must be consistency in

our political behaviour; otherwise, we will not gain the respect and dignity we seek, ” he



concluded. Asiffurther emphasised that the constitutional amendments were notanovel

initiative by the governmentbut rather an extension of the Charter of Democracy, whichhad been

unanimously endorsed by all politicalleaders, including Imran Khan.The Charter of Democracy

wassigned on May 14, 2006, in London by major political parties asaresponse to the militaryrule

of General Pervez Musharraf. Its purpose was to foster democratic principles and to safeguard

againstthe misuse of power by unelected bodies, including the military and judiciary.



