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ISLAMABAD:

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday declared thatthe 26th Constitutional Amendment Bill,
passed by the parliament with a two-thirds majority, would be a significant milestone for the
country s political and economic stability aswell as public welfare.Addressing a meeting of the
federal cabinet, which he chaired, the prime minister said that the newlegislation would alleviate
theburdens ofthe common man, who hadlong suffered from delaysin obtainingjustice.He added
thatthe 26th constitutional amendment, passed after extensive consultations between the ruling
coalition and opposition parties, fulfilled the vision of the Charter of Democracy, originally signed
by Shaheed Benazir Bhutto and Mian Nawaz Sharifin 2006.The prime minister noted that tireless
effortshadled to this successfullegislation, which embodied the true spirit of consultation.Prime
Minister Shehbaz expressed his gratitude to theleadership of supporting political parties,
including President Asif Ali Zardari, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, Maulana Fazlur Rehman, MQM,
National Party, ANP, Balochistan Awami Party, and independent candidates for their votesin
favour of the bill.He also congratulated the government on the successful hosting of the 23rd
meeting of the SCO Council of Heads of Government (CHG) in Islamabad, which, he said, enhanced
Pakistan's global image.He highlighted the achievement of holding the summit despite challenges,

particularlyin terms ofterrorism and security, and extended appreciation to the ministries of



foreign affairs, information and broadcasting, interior, law enforcement agencies, police,
Pakistan Rangers, Pakistan Army, and intelligence agencies for their efforts.The prime minister
further praised the Capital Development Authority (CDA) for beautifying Islamabad during the
summit, noting that the prime ministers of China and Russia had specifically complimented the
city'sappearance. Turning to the economy, the prime minister pointed out that nationalinflation
had decreased to 6.9%, alongwith a declining policy rate, signalingimprovement.Commenting on
Israel’s continued aggression in Gaza and Lebanon, Prime Minister Shehbaz criticised the
disregard for the UN Security Council s resolutions and rulings from the International Court of
Justice, saying theyhad been “thrown into the dustbin of history.”Hereiterated his call for
donationstothe Prime Minister's Relief Fund for Gaza and Lebanon, emphasising that the
governmentwas developing a comprehensive plan tosendreliefsupplies. Acommittee, led by

Planning Minister AhsanIgbal, isoverseeing theinitiative.



