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Around 60 Democraticlawmakers from the US House of Representatives have written to President
JoeBidenurging himto pressure Pakistanintoreleasing of Imran Khan, the jailed founding

chairman of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). “We write today to urge you to use the United
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States’ substantialleverage with Pakistan's government to secure the release of political prisoners
including former Prime Minister Khan and curtailwidespread humanrights abuses,” the
lawmakerswrotein aletter on Wednesday. US Representative Greg Casar, wholed theletter, said
itmarked the firstsuch collective call from multiple members of the US Congress for the release of
Khan, who otherwise hashad testy relations with Washington as along standing critic of US
foreign policy.Imranhasbeeninjail since August 2023 and has faced dozens of cases after he was
removed from the prime minister’s positionin April 2022 throiugh a parliamentary vote of no
confidence. His party hassaid that the more than 200 cases are politically motivated. He hasbeen
acquitted or granted bailsin most of the casesfiled against him. The pending cases against him
mostly pertain to the May 9 violence. Khan has denied responsibilityand has been acquitted or
granted bailin many of those cases. He also faced the 190 million pound Al Qadir varsityland
corruption case. The case alleges that Imran and Bushra obtained billions of rupeesand land
worth hundreds of kanals forlegalising Rs50 billion—at that time £190 million—that wasidentified
andreturnedtothe countrybythe UKduring the PTIgovernmentin 2079.Imran says cases against
him, which disqualified him from contesting the February 2024 elections, are politically
motivated. AUN human rights working group said in July Imran’s detention violated international

law. After being ousted Imran blamed the Pakistani military for hisremoval, accusing it of taking



dictation from the US. He singled out top US diplomat Donald Lu, for involvementin Washington's
alleged engineering ofhis ouster from power through a vote of no-confidence. The US and
Pakistani military both had denied anyinvolvementin Imran Khan's ouster calling hisremoval a
democratic process. The political turmoil surrounding Imran escalated following his arrest on
May9, 2023, on corruption charges, which sparked widespread violent protests from his
supportersand partyleaders, including an assaulton the armyheadquartersin Rawalpindiand
the burning of a corps commander sresidence in Lahore. Following the unrest, Imran, ina
purported audio conversation that surfaced on social media was heard reaching outto US
Congresswoman Maxine Moore Waters, imploring her to advocate against the reported human
rights abusesin Pakistan. The ex-prime minister expressed concerns over whathe said wasan
escalating crackdown on PTImembers thatbegan shortly after violence that followed his arrest.
Meanwhile, the Democraticlawmakers alsoraised concerns aboutreported irregularitiesin
Pakistan's elections. Pakistan's government denies being unfair in Imran’s treatment and its
election commission denies the electionswererigged. Although Imran did notrun, but candidates
he backed secured the highestnumber of seats. But they still failed to muster the support of allies to
meet the required number of parliamentary seats to form a government. His rivalshowever

managed amajority and formed a coalition government. Elections in Pakistan have mostly faced



accusations of non-transparency andirregularities. Thelosing parties usually cry foul aswas the
casein 2013, 2018and 2024.Imran Khan's own ascent to power in 2018 was marred by
opposition’sallegations of pre-pollrigging and being granted favour from the establishment. The
leadership of the country’sincumbent major governing parties, the Pakistan Muslim League —
Nawaz (PML-N) and the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) at that time were in the opposition and
facing corruption-based crackdown much like Imran’s PTIfaces now. The PML-N and PPP at that
time had claimed that the cases against them were politically motivated and trumped up to
weaken their pre-election position to place Imran Khaninto power. A survey by the Pakistan
Institute of Legislative Development and Transparency (Pildat) found that the 2024 pollshad the
lowestfairness scoreamongall general elections conducted since 2000. The 2013 elections were

given thehighest fairnessscore.



