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Day one highlights: Pakistan struggles at 73-3 as
Sajid Khan Stars with six wickets
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Rawalpindi: In a gripping opening to the series-deciding third Test, Pakistan concluded day one at
73-3, trailing England by 194 runs. The standout performer was spinner Sajid Khan, who

delivered aremarkable spell, taking 6 wickets for 128 runs.

England, after winning the toss and opting to batfirst, managed to postatotal of 267 runs. They

found themselvesin aprecarious positionat 110-5 bylunch, butaresilient partnership led by
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Jamie Smith, who scored a vital 89, helped the visitorsrecover. Smith’s innings featured six
towering sixes and five boundaries, showcasing his aggressive approach ashe held theinnings

together.

Pakistan'sbowlers excelled on a dry, spin-friendly pitch, with Sajid and Noman Ali (3-88)
combining for allbut one of the wickets that fell throughout the day. Sajid's key dismissals
included that of England’s captain Ben Stokes and the promising Rehan Ahmed. The first session
was dominated by Pakistan’s spin duo, who bowled unchanged for 42 overs, exploiting the pitch

conditions brilliantly.

Atthe close of play, Pakistan's captain Shan Masood and Saud Shakeel remained at the crease,
bothunbeaten on 16 runs. Asthe home team aimsto stabilize their innings on a challenging pitch,

the upcomingsecond day promisesto be crucial for both sidesin this tightly contested series.



