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In a significant escalation of hostilities, Israeli forces targeted Iranian military sites early Saturday
in Tehran, as well as in the provinces of Ilam and Khuzestan, following the events of October 7,
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2023. Reports indicate that Iran downplayed the attack, stating it caused “limited damage” and
resulted in the deaths of four Iranian troops. Notably, Israel avoided targeting critical oil and
nuclear facilities, likely responding to U.S. advisories against such moves.

This attack, which Israel has openly acknowledged, serves as retaliation for Iran’s missile strikes
on October 2, prompted by the deaths of Ismail Haniyeh and Hassan Nasrallah, coupled with the
Israeli invasion of Lebanon. The incident has drawn international calls for de-escalation, with the
U.S. and U.K. urging Iran to refrain from further aggression. Neighboring Arab states, along with
Pakistan, have condemned the Israeli actions, with the Pakistani Foreign Office stating that Israel
is fully responsible for escalating tensions.

As the situation evolves, Iran’s response remains uncertain. The Iranian Foreign Ministry
expressed a desire for “regional peace,” while asserting its right to self-defense. In this context,
any response must consider the broader implications for regional stability. If the international
community is committed to reducing tensions, an immediate and unconditional ceasefire in Gaza
and a halt to Israeli aggression in Lebanon are crucial to prevent further escalation

 


