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By Nasim Ashk

Afewmonthsago Iftekhar Ahmed surprised everybody by showing his masteryin verses and now
hehas come up with anewtaste ofliterature “The Shattered Dream.Itis a collection of short
stories penned by him and not to forget that the stories have been originally written in English,itis
notapiece oftranslation ofhis own stories.Being a story teller, Iftekhar Ahmed is at his
best.Nowadaysitisnotdifficult to countliving meninsociety, living here means a man whose
heartbeatsand who alsolistensto the beating of other hearts.In his stories, you can easily spot out
the unexpected occurrences of the society which have been thrust upon us to without ourliking.At
present there exists adarknessinthe dazzlinglight and the darkness oflight creates horror. How
canasensitive manlook over the hurdles and ugliness thathave creptin our society and now flow
inourveins.No,notat all,he will shout out notto save his ownlife but to save the dying humanity,
fraternity,faith and so on.If some people pay heed to his shouts, he willmake them know that
whateverishappeningis nothappening for any good.In thelong run there willremain mechanism
and nothing else.Isthis the purpose of creation of thisworld and creation of men?Thereisrosein
theonehand and adaggerinthe other.Tellinglies and deceiving others are the mantras for being

successfuland now these are notregarded a sinsbutnowtheyare defined asan art.There are so
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many bare truthsin hisstories.

There are beautiful stories butIwas much impressed by the story named “Roomno 13 [
Itisastoryabout our dailylife.what astoryitis !

The story mirrors the reality of today s life.If someone who can take care of your family, isnone
butyouyourself.Life haschanged.Thereisnone whom you canrely on.Itis nothing but foolishness
tohaveblind faith.The writer told what mustbe told in the storyin the present scenario of our
sociallife.Sofar mylittle and poor ability tojudge a storyis concerned, thisisaverynice and
impressive story from his pen.The painful end of the story asks the busyreaders to think , Howwas
theworldinthe pastand howisthe world now.

The storyraises anumber of questions before the developed society.

The Sorrowof Love " isanother fascinating and true story.The writer has shown thereal face of
this materialisticworld.Here, love hasno place in the scheme of things.Itis hard very hard to be
thrown outwhen one is completelylost.whilereading the story,Ifeltthatlam watchingall the
happeningsin the story,standing by them, hearing their gossips and all that.And for me thisisthe
perfection onelooks for.Having read his stories, it can be said that Iftekhar Ahmed would do
wondersinthe daystocome.Heisonthe waytoachieve sublime gloryand heisso committed in his

craftthathewillsoonreachhis desired goal.Isimply express my heartfelt wishes for himandIam



presenting my standing ovation athis grand entry in the realm of English Literature.
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