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lawyers absent

“®

Published on October 31, 2024
DocumentDate: Tue, Mar 03 2026 04:04:44 pm

Category:,English,Pakistan - ,Snippets

Show onwebsite: Click Here

An accountability court expressed strong displeasure over the absence of Bushra Bibiand her
lawyers, stating thatifthis situation continues, the accused s bail could be revoked and arrest
warrants could bereissued. An accountability courthearing on the 190 million pound reference
washeld at Adiala Jail, presided over by Judge Nasir Javed Rana. Former Prime Minister Imran

Khanwas presentinthe courtroom, while his wife, Bushra Bibi, wasrepresented by assistant
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lawyer Khalid Yousuf Chaudhry. During the proceedings, Khalid Yousuf Chaudhryfiled arequest
for Bushra Bibito be exempted from attendance on medical grounds. However, the prosecution
opposedthisrequest, stating that neither Bushra Bibinor herlawyerswere present in court. The
National Accountability Bureau (NAB) prosecutor pointed out that today s hearing had been
scheduledinthe presence of thelawyers, who should have informed the courtifthey were
occupied elsewhere. The prosecutor further noted that the exemption requestlacked signatures
from Bushra Bibiand herlegal team, indicating that proper procedures had notbeen followed.
“We donotinsist that Bushra Bibi must attend every hearing, butif she does not wish to appear,
sheshould appointarepresentative,” the prosecutor stated. He also highlighted the absence of
medicalreports, asserting that Bushra Bibiwas misusing her bailand recommended thata show-
causenotice beissued againsther.Inresponse, the courtexpressed strong discontent over the
absence of Bushra Bibiand herlegal representatives, warning thatifthisbehaviour continued,
herbail could berevoked, and arrest warrants mightbereissued. Due to thelack oflegal
representation, the cross-examination of the case’sinvestigating officer could not proceed,
leadingthe court to postpone the hearing until the following day. Former Prime Minister Imran
Khan and hiswife, Bushra Bibi, were charged in a fraud case at Islamabad’s Kohsar Police Station

forallegedly creating fakereceiptsrelated to the sale of state gifts. The FIR includes charges against



Khan, Bushra Bibi, Shahzad Akbar, Zulfi Bukhari, and Farah Gogi for offenceslinked to the
fabrication ofreceipts and fraud. The complaint alleges that the accused submitted counterfeit
receiptsto facilitate the buying and selling of Toshakhana gifts, employing a forged signature for
the supposed transaction. Alocal watch dealer, who filed the complaint, claims investigations
revealed thatthe accused generated falsereceiptsin hisname, using forged letterhead from his
shoptosell Toshakhana gifts. “The accused attempted to damage the reputation of my business by
generating fake invoices for Toshakhana gifts,” the complainant stated in the FIR. This case stems
fromallegations that the former Prime Minister failed to disclose the details of giftsheretained
from Toshakhana during his time in office. Lawmakers from the ruling coalition filed this case last

year.



