RKI

YOUR WORLD IN WORDS

RAHBARKISAN INTERNATIONAL

Kohli's century powers India to dominate Australia in Perth
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Virat Kohli silenced critics with a masterful century against Australia on Sunday during the first
Testin Perth.India declared their second innings at 487-6, setting an imposing target witha 533-

runlead by daythree’sclose.

Kohli, 36, faced scrutiny over his form, having scored only two Test centuriesin thelastfive years.
Adisappointing average of 15in India’srecent 3-0 home seriesloss to New Zealand had fueled

doubtsabouthisplaceinthe team.

Despitescoringjustfiverunsinthe firstinnings, Kohlistaged a remarkable comeback. Batting
after Devdutt Padikkal fell for 25, Kohli played cautiously before accelerating with a series of
commanding boundaries. He reached his 30th Test century off 143 balls, hitting eight foursand

two sixes.

This was Kohli's first Testhundred since July 2023, when he scored against the West Indies in Port

of Spain. His performanceleaves Australia facing an uphill battle to save the match.

India’s declaration emphasizestheir intent to seize control, with Kohli’sknock reaffirming his

position as a pivotal figurein the team.



