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Islamabad High Court (IHC) ChiefJustice Aamer Farooq on Wednesday slammed both Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf(PTI) and the government for their failure torespect citizens’ rights during and
after the November 24 protest. During the hearing of a contempt of court petition filed by
Islamabad traders, IHCremarked that he would ask PTTabout the violation of court orders,
Express Newsreported. “Iwill also ask PTIwhy the court’s orders were disregarded, " he

remarked and added, “You [govt] closed Islamabad in such away thatevenI, asajudge, could not
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reach.” “You [government] were supposed torestore law and order, but instead, you shut down
the entire Islamabad. You kept saying on the media that we are not allowingit on the order of
Islamabad High Court. The courthad instructed you to consider the fundamental rights of citizens,
business people, and protesters.,  the CJP maintained. “Itwas asifIfell preyto my own order.”
Duringthehearing, DSP Legal Sajid Cheema, state counsel Malik Abdul Rehman, and others
appearedin court. Malik Abdul Rehman informed the courtthatsome reportshad arrived, and
some were still pending. The courtreprimanded the State Counsel, asking, iIs this your first time
appearing before the court? This expert opinion should have been provided there.” The court
adjournedthe case untilnext week, requesting a detailed report from the Ministry of Interior.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharifannounced on Tuesday thathis government plansto establish “a
world-class anti-riots force” to manage protests, rallies, and similar law and order situations,
aiming touphold public order with amodern approach. Shehbaz chaired the maiden meeting of
thejointtask force (JTF), he had formed on December 1 to identify individuals and groups behind
unrestand smear campaigns, both within Pakistan and abroad, and recommend measuresto
bridge any policy gaps. The JTF comprised representatives from the Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA), Cyber Crime Wing of the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), the Intelligence

Bureau (IB), the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), the Military Intelligence (MI), and other key



agencies. The first JTF meeting came on the heels of recent turmoil in Islamabad during a protest
marchbythe PTIon November 24-26, which notonlyled toviolent clashesbetween the protesters
andlaw enforcement agencies (LEAs) personnel, but also resulted inloss oflives. Chairing the
meeting, Shehbaz emphasised the urgent need for modernising Pakistan's approach to managing
proteststhatnot only tested government s nerves time and again but also caused losses to the tune

ofbillions of rupees on a daily basis because of the lockdowns.



