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The Peshawar High Court (PHC) granted interim bail to oppositionleader Omar Ayubtill January
8, allowing himto attend courthearingsinvariouslegal casesfiled againsthim inIslamabad and
Punjab. The request for the temporary bail was heard by Justice Sahibzada Asadullah. Ayub’s
lawyerinformed the court that his client was facing multiple cases and feared arrest, making it

difficult for himto attend the hearings.The court accepted hisrequestand instructed himto
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appearintherelevant courtsbefore the deadline.In a separate hearing, Justice Sahibzada
Asadullah also approved a 20-day interim bail for Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)leader Ameer
Nayazi, whohadrequestedrelief on similar grounds.Nayazi was instructed to present himselfin
the appropriate courtswithin the prescribed time.Additionally, PTIlawmakers Shandana Gulzar,
Arbab Amir Ayub, and Arbab Sheer Ali approached the Peshawar High Court for interim
bail.Theirlawyer stated that caseshad beenregistered against the leaders following protests at D-
Chowk by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf(PTI), raising concerns over potential arrests.The court’s
decisions come as several PTTleaders facelegal challengesrelated to their political activities and
protests.Lastweek, Omar Ayubissued a stark warningto the government, stating that the party
mayresorttocivildisobedience ifjusticeisnotserved regarding the events of November
24.Speaking atajoint press conference alongside PTIleaders Asad Qaiser, Shibli Faraz, Waqas
Sheikh, and others, Ayub announced the formation of a high-powered committee for
negotiations.Herevealed thathe held alengthy meeting with the PTIfounder on December 5.
Reflecting on his own experience, herecounted, “Imetthe party founder but waslater arrested
from AdialaJail. The Punjab Inspector General was adamant about my detention.Ilamnow filing a
contempt of court petition in the Peshawar High Court.”He condemned the government for

alleged humanrightsviolations, claiming that peaceful protests were met with violence.



“Innocentand unarmed people were martyred. Welost 12 people, thousands wereinjured, and
over 200 aremissing,” Ayub stated.He further accused the government of fascism, alleging that
hospital morgues were emptied, and individuals were coerced into falsifying injury reports as
accidentvictims. “Over5 ,000 PTIworkers were arrested,” he added.Ayub called for an
investigation into the use of force during the November 24 protests. He alleged that US-made
weapons, including sniperrifles, were deployed against unarmed citizens. He also accused the
government of using funds from the Coalition Support Fund against PTIworkers.” We demand the
release of PTIworkers and a transparentinquiry into who ordered the use of firearms on
November 24.Ifjusticeisnot delivered and profiling of youth continues, we willmove towards
civildisobedience,” Ayubwarned.The PTIleader announced thata prayer ceremony for the
martyrswillbe held on December 13, followed by a global prayerinitiative by overseas PTI
workers on December 15.Highlighting the path forward, Ayubsaid, “Our high-powered
committee, consisting of Asad Qaiser, Ali Amin Gandapur, Hamid Raza, and myself, isready for

dialogue. Anyone willing to negotiate iswelcome.”



