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e Theevent isheld in partnership with the UNESCO Institute for Information Technologiesin Education

(I'TE) and supported by the Ministry of Communications and Information Technology (MCIT) ,King Saud
University (KSU) and Technical and Vocational Training Corporation (TVTC)

¢ Thethree-day event brings together over 300 participants from 19 countries across the Middle East and
Central Asia (ME&CA).

¢ Thisyear marks a significant milestone as the Huawel ME& CA ICT Academy celebrates 10 years of talent
development in the region.

Doha-Qatar, December 16, 2024: Huaweiinaugurated the 2024-2025 Middle Eastand Central
Asia (ME&CA)ICT Competition Regional Finals today at King Saud University (KSU) in Riyadh,
coinciding with a significant milestone —the 10th anniversary of Huawei's ICT Academy in the
region. Held in partnership with the UNESCO Institute for Information Technologiesin Education
(IITE) and supported by the Ministry of Communications and Information Technology (MCIT) of
SaudiArabia, King Saud University (KSU) and Technical and Vocational Training Corporation
(TVTC), the three-day event brings together over 300 participants from 19 countries across the

Middle East and Central Asia (ME&CA).

Wang Shunli, Vice President of ME& CA, Huawei, said, “ Snce its launch, the Huawei ICT Competition has been
at the forefront of bridging the digital talent gap in the Middle East and Central Asia region to pave the way for
an intelligent era. Theregional finals of the Huawel ICT Competition, coinciding with the 10th anniversary of
the Huawei ME& CA ICT Academy, represent our ongoing commitment to nurturing the next generation of ICT
professionals who will drive the region’ s digital transformation while contributing to achieving their national
plans and visions.”

Dr. Ibrahim Alwatban, Dean at College of Telecom & Information (CTl), Technical and Vocational Training
Corporation (TVTC), commented: “ Thanks to our strong partnerships with industry leaders like Huawei,
including their ICT Academy—now marking its 10th anniver sary— the College of Telecom & Information at
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'VTC remains at the forefront of technological advancements. Huawe’ s innovative Al solutions, for instance,
enable us to deliver cutting-edge education and ensure our graduates and employees are well-prepared to meet
the evolving demands of the job market.”

The day s activities started with the HuaweiICT Instructor Contest, where outstanding educators
demonstrated their teaching methodologies and expertise in ICT education through
comprehensive presentations and practical demonstrations. Running parallel was the Innovation
Competition, featuring student teams presenting groundbreaking projects across various tracks,

including AI, Computing, Cloud, and Network technologies.

Thisyear’s Huawei ICT Competition has seen unprecedented participation, with over 31,000
studentregistrations from 640 regional universities and colleges in 19 countries. The competition
featured 290 participantsin the Innovation Track and 30,900 participantsin Practice
Competitions, competing across multiple tracks, covering Cloud, Network, Computing, and Al

Innovation.

The three-day celebration will continue tomorrow, with students and teachers from the regional
final teams embarking on a HuaweiInnovation and Technology Tour, which willinclude an

exclusive visitto Huawei s facilities, Future Space, and flagship store in Riyadh.

Thisyear marks a significant milestone as the Huawei ME&CA ICT Academy celebrates a decade of

talentdevelopmentintheregion. Over the pastdecade, the ICT Academy hastrained over 300,000



students, certified over 35,000 talents, and developed a network of 2,000+ qualified instructors.
Through partnershipswith 106 ICT academies managed by six HuaweiICT Academy Support
Centers (IASCs), the program has established itselfas a cornerstone of digital education in the

region.

Sinceitslaunchin 2017, the Huawei ME & CAICT Competition hasbecome thelargestand most
influentialinitiative in the region, a powerful program for cultivating ICT talent and improving
ME and CA countries' national competitiveness with ICT future leaders. The competition has
received supportand endorsements from UNESCO IITE and more than 40 regional ministries,

operators, and industry partners.

Theinitiative underscores Huawei's vision of bringing digital to every person, home, and
organization for a fully connected, intelligent world while reinforcingits position as aleading

contributortotheregion’s digital ecosystem development.



