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Italian journalist Cecilia Sala has been detained in Iran for over aweek, Italy’s foreign ministry
confirmed. Sala, areporter for Il Foglio and podcaster at Chora Media, was arrested by Tehran
police on December 19 and isreportedly being held in solitary confinement at Evin prison. Iranian
officialshaveyetto commenton herarrest.

Italy’'sambassador to Tehran, Paola Amadei, has visited Sala to assess her detention conditions.


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/italy-calls-for-journalists-release-following-arrest-in-iran/

Sala, whoholds a validjournalist visa, has been permitted two phone calls to her family. Italy’s
Defence Minister Guido Crosetto condemned the arrestas “unacceptable” and emphasized
ongoing high-level diplomatic effortsto secure herrelease.

Chora Media disclosed that Sala had traveled to Iran on December 12 for interviews and podcast
production. She had planned toreturn toRome on December 20, buther communication ceased
onDecember 19.Sala’srecent podcast episodes featured diverse voices, including acomedian and
aformer military commander, and addressed cultural and societal issuesin Iran.

Il Foglio called for herimmediaterelease, emphasizing that “journalismisnotacrime” and
praising Sala’s dedication to covering a country she deeply admires.

The arrestcomes amid heightened tensions; Iranian authorities recently summoned Swiss and
Italian diplomats over the detention of two Iranian nationals abroad. Italy continuesto advocate

for Sala’s freedom, emphasizing herrole as ajournalist reporting underlawful circumstances.



