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AltafHamid Rao.

MIRPUR (AJK):Jan 5: Washington-based veteran Kashmiri American scholar Professor (Dr.)
Imtiaz Khansaid on Sundaythat “OnJanuary 5, 1949, the United Nations passed aresolution
regarding the Kashmir conflict, which became a significant milestone in the ongoing dispute

betweenIndia and Pakistan over theregion of Jammu and Kashmir.

“The UN called for a plebiscite (a vote by the people) to determine the future of Jammu and
Kashmir. The plebiscite was to be conducted under the auspices of the United Nations. The
resolution was neverimplemented, and events and its aftermath have had alastingimpactonthe
political and diplomatic discourse surrounding the Kashmir dispute. Theregion surrounded by
three nuclear powers, remains the most militarized zone in the world. The potential of nuclear
conflagration that could engulf almost half of the world population remain reasonably high”, the
Kashmiri American said in Washington on the eve of Rightto selfdetermination day, observed on

Sunday, saysamessagereaching andreleased tothe media here on Sunday.

Dr.Khan added that the question thatbegs attentionis “howlong can the world and especially UN
continue to exhibitcriminal negligence towards this protracted issue that threatens the world
peace?”.India continues to unleash tyrannical measures on the people of Kashmir and there s

feeling that their sufferings go unnoticed around the world. We fervently appeal toworld in



generaland UNinparticular thatitshould be conveyed to Indian government that their atrocities,

oppressive measures and total disregard for international guarantees cannot be further tolerated.

Itshould beimpressed upon them that the only choice before themisto come tonegotiating table

with Pakistan and genuineleadership of Kashmiri people so that acceptable solution to this

longstanding problemis found. Is should be unequivocally stated that farcical elections conducted

intheregion cannotdupeinternational community.

Aplebiscite under UN supervisionis the only solution. Anything short of that will be injustice to

people of Kashmir and non-resolution of the issue can prove tobe unmitigated disaster for the

region.

Dr.Ghulam N. Mir, President, World Kashmir Awareness Forum and Chairman, Kashmiri

Diaspora Coalition said that peace inJammu and Kashmir and along with itin entire South Asia

willremainillusive and a distantdream aslong as India refuses to acceptits culpability in its

mischievousrole in defying theimplementation of multiple UNSC -mandated resolutions for

plebiscite.

Dr.Mir added that Kashmiris a historical entity justasIndiais despiteits size and military might.

Kashmiris have given more sacrifices foritsrelative size than Indians have. We have had the

misfortune of beingin a bad neighborhood since 1947 when Indiainvaded it. Whenever the UN



stopsbeingamere papertiger and letbe pushed around by bullieslike India it can exert its power
help Kashmir to exerciseitsrightto afree and fair referendum. The world is going to change, and
hegemonsare going to have to see the writing on the wall. Kashmirismay be thelast nation to end

occupation and settler-colonialism. But the day will surely. Come

Dr.Ghulam Nabi Fai, Chairman, World Forum for Peace & Justice said that part Il of the resolution
of 13 August 1948, adopted by the United Nations Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP)
stipulates: “The Government of India and the Government of Pakistan reaffirm their wish that the
future status of the state of Jammu and Kashmir shall be determined in accordance with the will of
the peopleandtothatend, uponacceptance ofthe truce agreement, both Governments agree to
enterinto consultations with the Commission to determine fair and equitable conditions whereby
such free expression will be assured. And the January 5, 1949, resolution adopted by the UNCIP
clearlymandated that all authorities within the State of Jammu and Kashmir collaborate with the
Plebiscite Administrator to guarantee the basic conditions for free and informed voting by the
people of Kashmir, including protection of fundamental political rights of expression and

association”

Dr.Faiadded thatthe denial of self-determination hasbroughtdeath, destruction, and

devastation to the people of Kashmir. Today, Kashmiris at the brink of genocide (Genocide Watch)



and Kashmir hasbecome the hell for the people of Kashmir asreported by the New York Times.

Therefore, Dr.Faisuggested the grave situation in Kashmir demands that it could be broughttothe
attention of the Security Council. Whether this could be done successfully depends on the attitude
and policies ofthe permanent members, butthey should beleftin no doubt thatany failure to
resolve the problem couldlead to serious disorders throughout the South Asian Subcontinentand
possibly to yetanother war between India and Pakistan, with incalculable consequences for the

wholeworld, since both statesnow have nuclear capabilities.

Sardar ZarifKhan, Advisor to the President of Azad Kashmir said that the Kashmirissue is simply
this: the people ofalarge territory which isnot part of any existing sovereign state were assured by
the entireinternational communityrepresented by the United Nations that they would be enabled

todecide their future by a free vote. Untilnow, thisassurance has notbeen honored.

Sardar ShoaibIrshad, General Secretary, Kashmir American Welfare Association (KAWA) said
thatthe people of Kashmir trust that Mr. Antonio Guterres, the Secretary General of the United
Nationswill bringitsinfluence to bear on both India and Pakistan to initiate peace process with
which the United Nations aswell as the people of Jammu and Kashmir will be associated so as to

ensure that settlement arrived atwill be based on the principle ofjustice.



Sardar Zubair Khan, leader of KAWA appealed to Antonio Gutters, the Secretary General of the

United Nations to appoint a special envoy on Kashmir who could assess the situationin Jammu &

Kashmiraswellasin Azad Kashmir and reportback to the Security Council aboutits findings, the

message added.



