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Violence escalatesin Jenin as Israeli offensive
enters fourth day
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TheIsraeliarmy hasintensified its military operationsin the Jenin refugee camp in the occupied

WestBank for afourth consecutive day, deploying additional reinforcements, eyewitnesses

reported. Explosions and clashes continue to echo throughout the area, exacerbating an already

diresituation.

Eyewitness accountsreveal systematic destruction of infrastructure, homes, and commercial
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propertiesbyIsraelibulldozers. Overthe pastthree days, heavy machineryhasbeenusedtoraze
multiple structures, displacing residents. Dozens of Palestinians have also been detained and
transferred toinvestigation centers, accordingtolocal sources.

The offensive has claimed atleast 12 Palestinian lives and injured more than 40, accordingto
official reports. Jenin Deputy Governor Mansour al-Saadihaswarned of a potentiallarge-scale
invasion of therefugee camp, likeningit to the violence witnessed in Gaza.

Israelimedia suggeststhe operation was politically motivated, with Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu allegedlylaunchingthe assaultto appease far-right Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich, who opposes the Gaza ceasefire. This move aims to prevent Smotrich’s resignation,
which could destabilize the Israeli government.

Tensionsremain high acrossthe West Bank amidst Israel’s ongoing war on Gaza, where over
47,000 people have beenkilled since October 2023. The Palestinian Health Ministryreports 873
deathsand morethan6,700injuriesinthe West Bank alone.

The offensive occurs despite a ceasefire and prisoner exchange agreementin Gaza, which took
effectonJan. 19. Meanwhile, the International Court of Justice continuesto call foranend to

Israel’s occupation, declaring West Bank settlementsillegal.



