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Ottawa, February 07 (QNA)-Canadian Defense Minister Bill Blair confirmed today that Canadais
ready tojoin US President Donald Trump's proposed development of an “Iron Dome " missile
defenseshield, despite the ongoing tensions between Ottawa and Washington.

Blair stated in a pressrelease that Canadais a key partnerin defending North America through
NATO and North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD).

Heemphasized thatanintegrated missile defense system for North Americais the mostlogical
choice foreveryone.

President Trump previously signed an executive order to develop a missile defense system for the
United States and instructed the US Department of Defense to prepare a plan within 60 days for
establishing the “next-generation missile defense shield” designed to guard against ballistic,
hypersonicand advanced cruise missiles, including through the development of space-based
interceptors Blair'scomments come at a time when tensions between the two countries are high
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