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European Leaders meetin Paris as Trump
accelerates Ukraine-Russia peace push
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PARIS-Europeanleadersconvenedin Parison Monday asU.S. President Donald Trump

intensifies efforts to broker a peace deal between Ukraine and Russia, raising concernsamong

Western alliesaboutthe process and itsimplications.

The summit, hosted by French President Emmanuel Macron, includes German Chancellor Olaf

Scholz, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, Polish Prime
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Minister Donald Tusk, Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sdnchez, Dutch Prime Minister Dick Schoof,
and Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen. Also attending are European Commaission
President Ursulavon der Leyen, European Council President Antonio Costa, and NATO Secretary
General Mark Rutte.

Trump s push forimmediate negotiations between Kyivand Moscow, including a direct phone
callwith Russian President Vladimir Putinlast week, hasunsettled Europeanleaders. Hisremark
abouta potential meeting with Putin “verysoon” has further raised concerns that Ukraine might
bepressuredintoanunfavorable deal. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy strongly
opposed any agreement made without Kyiv's involvement, stating that Ukraine “will never accept
dealsmadebehind ourbacks.”

The White House hasreportedly informed European leaders that while they will be consulted,
theywillnothave adirectroleinthe peace negotiations. This exclusion has prompted urgent
discussionsin Paris, where Europeanleaders seek to presentaunited stance.

Von der Leyen emphasized the stakes, declaring, “Europe’s security isata turning point. Itis about
Ukraine, butitisalso aboutus. We need urgency and a surge in defense.”

While the Paris meetingisnot expected to produce animmediate resolution, Europeannations

face mounting pressureto increase defense spending and assume greater responsibility for



supporting Kyiv.Meanwhile, Washington has circulated a questionnaire to European capitals,
inquiring abouttheirreadiness to provide security guaranteesto Ukraine and participateina
peacekeeping mission. The document also asks whatlevel of U.S. support European nations deem
necessary for Ukraine's security.

With Europe srole in the negotiations uncertain, Monday's summit underscores the continent’s
effortto strengthenits position as Trump moves swiftly toward a diplomatic breakthrough with

Russia.



