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Japan's Oscar-nominated documentary Black Box Diaries, directed by journalist ShioriIto, has
sparked controversy and remains unreleased in itshome country. The film, which revisits Ito’s
personal battle for justice after alleging sexual assault againsta prominentjournalist, hasdrawn
both critical acclaim and legal disputes.

Itobecame akey figureinJapan's #MeToo movement after publicly accusing Noriyuki
Yamaguchi, aformer Washington bureau chieffor aJapanese media firm, of rape. Althougha
criminal case was not pursued due tolack of evidence, she later won a civillawsuit against him.
Black Box Diaries captures her emotional and legal struggle, featuring over 400 hours of footage,
including CCTV clips showing an intoxicated Ito being taken into a hotel.

However, her formerlegal team claims she misused sensitive materials, including CCTV footage
andrecordings of a police whistleblower and a taxi driver—both allegedly identifiable without
consent. Attorney Yoko Nishihiro argued that making such evidence public could hinder future
sexual assault casesbydiscouraging cooperation.

Itomaintains thatusing these materialswasnecessary to expose alleged cover-ups and serve the

publicinterest. Acknowledging concerns, shehasagreed tore-editthe documentaryto obscure


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/japans-metoo-documentary-faces-backlash-delayed-release/

identitiesbeforeits eventual screening.

While no officialreason has been given for the film's absence from Japanese cinemas, legal
complexities and societal sensitivities may be contributing factors.Ito believesJapanisstill
reluctantto confrontissues of sexual violence openly, underscoring the broader challenges faced

by the country’s #MeToo movement.



