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Israel seeks Six-week extension of Gaza
ceasefire, Hamasrejects
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CAIRO-AnIsraelidelegationin Cairoisnegotiating to extend the first phase of the Gaza ceasefire

byanadditional 42 days, according to Egyptian security sources.

Hamashasrejected the proposal, insisting on moving directly to the second phase of the

agreement, whichincludes stepstoward a permanentend to the war. The first phaseissetto

expireon Saturday, and itremains unclear whatwill happenifan agreementisnotreached. Egypt
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and Qatar, with U.S.support, continue tomediate the talks.

In astatement, Hamasurged theinternational community to pressure Israel to proceed with the

second phase withoutdelay. Two Israeli officials confirmed that Israel seeks to prolong the truce

bysecuringtherelease ofthree hostages per weekin exchange for Palestinian prisoners.

With the deadline approaching, diplomatic efforts continue to prevent a potential escalationin

the conflict.



