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Sources Anadolu Ajansi

The Kremlin hasstated that effortstorestore relationsbetween Russia and the United Statesare
stillin the “initial stages,” as diplomatic contacts resumed following the start of Donald Trump's
presidencyinjanuary.

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskovemphasized that while both President Putin and President
Trump have shown “politicalwill” toimprove ties, the road to fully rebuilding the bilateral
relationshipwill belong and challenging.

Peskov alsodismissed reportsthat high-level Russian and US officials would meetin Saudi Arabia
thisweek, calling the claims “false.” These reports suggested that meetings were planned between
US and Russian officials, alongside Ukrainian representatives, tonegotiate a potential resolution
tothe ongoing war in Ukraine.

The spokesperson also addressed the growing tensionsin Ukraine, underscoring the expectation
that Ukraine show genuine interestin peace. He stated, The keyissue iswhether the Ukrainian
government truly seeks peace, which iswhatboth the US and Russia hope for.”
Therecentdiscussions between Russian and US officialsin Riyadh marked their firsthigh-level
meeting since the conflictin Ukraine beganin 2022. These talks were aimed at fostering peace

negotiations and improving diplomaticrelations. Further meetings have taken placein Istanbul to



normalize embassy operations.

Peskov also commented on Moscow s expulsion of two British diplomats, accusing them of
providing “falseinformation” upon entering Russia. This expulsion is part of ongoing actions by
Russian authorities to ensure national security.

The spokesperson expressed concernover therecent clashesin Syria, urging the UN Security
Council to hold consultations to prevent further escalation of violence. Additionally, Peskov

reiterated Russia's commitment toresolving the issue of Iran's nuclear program peacefully



