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Putin warns Ukrainian troops: Surrender or die
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Russian President Vladimir Putin declared on Thursday that Ukrainian forces in the western
Kurskregion are completely surrounded, leaving them with only two options—surrender or face
destruction.

Speakingatapress conference in Moscow, Putin stated that Russian troops haveisolated the
Ukrainian contingent thatinvaded Kursklast August. The Ukrainian offensive aimed to divert

Russian forces and reclaim occupiedland, but Ukraine's top commander denied claims of
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encirclement.

During a surprise visit to Russian forces in Kursk, Putin ordered an immediate counteroffensive to
retake theregion. “Ifaphysical blockadeis completed in the coming days, no one will be able to
escape,” hewarned.

Meanwhile, Russian airstrikes in Ukraine’s Khersonregion killed atleast two people and
wounded another, according tolocal officials. In Dnipro, three people were hospitalized after an
attackdamaged multiple apartment buildings. Russian drone strikes also ignited fires in Sumy,
destroyingabout 20 garages.

Ukraine’s military reported thatitintercepted 74 of 117 droneslaunched overnight by Russian
forces.The attacks targeted several regions, including Kyiv, Odesa, and Kharkiv. Russia, in turn,
claimedtohaveshotdown 77 Ukrainian dronesnearitsborderregions.

Asthe conflictescalates, the U.S.has proposed a 30-day ceasefire. Ukraine has expressed
willingness to accept, and discussions between American and Russian officials are expected in the

comingdays.



