RKI

YOUR WORLD IN WORDS

RAHBARKISAN INTERNATIONAL

UK Government may abandon plan to freeze disability

benefits

Published on March 16, 2025

Document Date: Mon, Mar 17 2025 03:07:31 pm

Category:,English,International - ,Snippets

Showonwebsite: Click Here


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/uk-government-may-abandon-plan-to-freeze-disability-benefits/

RKINetwork

Ministersinthe UK are considering abandoning plansto freeze Personal Independence Payments
(PIP) after facing strong opposition from Labour MPs. Initial reports indicated that PIP, akey
disability benefit, would notrise inline with inflation for a year, but this proposal sparked protests
within the party, leadingto the reconsideration.

Although the governmentintends to tighten PIP eligibility and reduce welfare spending by
billions, dropping the freeze could prevent a contentious vote in the House of Commons. Health
Secretary Wes Streeting and Work and Pensions Secretary Liz Kendall have emphasized the
importance of supporting those in need. Streeting, commenting on the issue, urged patience until
the full plans arerevealed.

Aspartofthereform, Kendallis expected tounveila ‘righttotry” guarantee, which would allow
disabled individuals to pursue employment withoutrisking theloss ofbenefitsifit doesnot
succeed. Thisispartofabroader set of welfare reforms, including a proposal to help individuals
with mental health conditionsreceive earlier supportto stay in work.

However, Chancellor Rachel Reevesis preparingto announce significant cuts to welfare spending
inherupcoming Spring Statement. Estimates suggest welfare spending willincrease from £64.7bn

in2023-24t0£100.7bn by 2029-30, with PIP costs projected tonearly double.



The government planstorestrict PIP eligibility, butsome MPshave beenreassured thatseverely
disabled individuals would not be required to work. The announcement of these changes follows
the government’s decision to dismantle NHS England, signaling a broader overhaul of public

services.



