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Massive earthquake strikes Myanmar and
Thailand, over 140 dead
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Adevastating 7.7 magnitude earthquake struck central Myanmar, causing widespread
destruction and loss of life. According to the United States Geological Survey (USGS), the quake’s
epicenter was 16 km (10 miles) northwest of Sagaing at a depth of 10 km, shaking regions asfar as
southwest China and Thailand.

Myanmar s militaryleader, Min Aung Hlaing, confirmed atleast 144 fatalities and 732 injuries,
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withnumbers expected torise.In Thailand, a partially builthigh-rise in Bangkok collapsed,
leaving 81 construction workers missing and atleast seven confirmed dead, according to
Thailand’s deputy prime minister.

Mandalay, Myanmar s second-largest city, suffered severe damage, with reports of roads
bucklinginthe capital, Nay Pyi Taw. The military government has declared a state of emergency
acrosssixregions. Asecond tremor, measuring 6.4 magnitude, struck 12 minutes after the first,
compounding the destruction.

Eyewitnessaccountsdescribe widespread panic. Yangonresidentsreported feeling the tremors
for an extended period, fearing aftershocks. ABBCjournalistin Bangkok described buildings
swaying dangerously, noting the city s infrastructureis not designed for earthquakes.

Thailand’s Prime Minister, Paetongtarn Shinawatra, visited the collapsed buildingsite,
overseeing search andrescue operations. Disaster centers have been established to assist victims.
However, relief effortsin Myanmar face additional challenges due to ongoing political turmoil
followingthe 2021 military coup and the ongoing civilwar, which has displaced 3.5 million people.
Myanmar sruling juntahasmade arare appeal for international aid, acknowledging the
overwhelming need for assistance. The Sagaing region, near the epicenter, remains a conflict

hotspot, complicating rescue and recovery efforts.



Authorities continue to assess damage while humanitarian organizations mobilize supportin the

wake of this catastrophicdisaster.



