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Brussels, April 04 (QNA)—-US Secretary of State Marco Rubio has reaffirmed his country’s
commitmentto NATO, calling on allmember states toincrease their defense spending amid
growing challengesinboth the European and Asian arenas.

This came during Rubio's meeting with NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte, on the sidelines of
the NATO foreign ministers’ meeting in Brussels. The meeting addressed key securityissues,
notably the situationin Ukraine, aswell as the challengesrelated to China and North Korea.

Rubio emphasized thatthe United Statesremains actively engaged in the alliance, dismissing
concerns aboutits dedication as “unwarranted hysteria and hyperbole.” He stated, “President
Trump s made clear he supports NATO. We re going to remain in NATO.” Rubio also underscored
theneed for NATO to become stronger and more capable, urging member nationsto increase their
defense spending. Specifically, Rubio proposed that allies commit up to 5% of their GDP to defense,
asignificantrise from the current 2% target.

This call for increased spending aligns with President Trump s position that NATO members
should contribute more substantially to the alliance’s defense capabilities. Rubio acknowledged
thatachievingthis higher spending target would take time and necessitate a realistic pathway for
allmembernations, including the United States.

Rubio emphasized that the warin Ukraine serves asareminder that “hard poweris stillnecessary



asadeterrent.” The US Secretary of State also expressed his country s desire to strengthen
cooperationwith NATO partnersin the Indo-Pacificregion, including Japan, South Korea,

Australia, and New Zealand, particularly in the areas of maritime security and regional defense.



