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Georgetown Universityin Qatar (GU-Q)recently hosted a public event titled “ International Law at a
Crossroads? Recent ICJ & ICC Developments and Their Global Impact,” featuring a thought-provoking

conversationwithinternationallyrenowned legal experts Diana Buttu and Dr. Ralph Wilde.


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/justice-under-scrutiny-gu-q-event-examines-the-shifting-role-of-public-international-law/

The panel examined recent groundbreaking decisions by the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
and the International Criminal Court (ICC) that are reshaping global discourse on state and
individual accountability. The discussion also addressed the upcoming IC] Advisory Opinion on
Obligations of States with Respect to Climate Changeand governmental obligations concerning the
presence and activities of the United Nations, other international organizations, and third states

within countries.

The conversation, moderated by Noha Aboueldahab, Assistant Professor of International Law at
GU-Q, reflected onthe broaderimplications of theselegal developments highlighting how public

internationallawis being tested in addressing contemporary crises.

DianaButtu, alawyer specializing in negotiations, international law, and human rights, offered
valuable insightsintolegal accountability in context. Drawing on her experience asa formerlegal
advisor oninter-country peacenegotiations, Buttu provided a unique perspective on the

intersection of publicinternationallaw and global diplomacy.

“While the internationallegal system has gotten better over time, the big problemis thelack ofa
global sovereign. And sowhen youdon'thave a global sovereign, it means that we areleft to the

devices of whatindividual stateswant,” she explained.



Ralph Wilde, a Professor of International Law at University College London (UCL), brought his
expertise on publiclaw and extraterritorial humanrights to the discussion. His extensive
scholarship exploreslegal accountability and the protection of humanrightsin the international
arena. The onlywaytounderstand internationallaw as Lawisin terms of the role of states in
ensuring compliance,” hesaid, adding: “When one statein particularis violating international

law, the manifestation of the international communityis soimportant.”

Now celebratingits 20th Anniversary, the event was part of GU-Q's ongoing commitment to
fosteringinformed dialogue on pressing globalissuesand advancing academicand public

understanding of the evolving role ofinternational law in global concerns.



