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AltafHamid Rao:

MIRPUR (AJK): April 17 : Azad Jammu Kashmir Prime Minister Chaudhry Anwar ul Haqhas
expressed his contentment with the peaceful conclusion of the Press Freedom March,
commending the Journalists credible representative forums for their healthy rolein addressing

the matterjudiciously.

Speakingtothe media after offering Fateh for the mother of Syed Afaq,Hussain Shahin the State
metropolis Thursday evening, the Prime Minister noted that the challenges faced by working
journalists were also a subject of discussion during the negotiations between the government'’s

committee and the marchers.

Helamented that the negotiating team of the press freedom marchers, led by Afzal Butt, did not
acceptthereasonable proposals presented by the AKNS. The government made extensive efforts

topersuade the PFU]Jleadership priorto the protest.
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Thejournalist organizations are aware of the government sinitiatives, hestated, emphasizing

thatall possible measures were takentoresolve the issue through dialogue.



“Itis also positive development that the matter has been brought before the courts,” the Prime
Minister remarked, underscoring the importance ofrespectingjudicial authority.Inresponsetoa

query, he affirmed that the government would robustly defend the FIRin court.

The Prime Minister clarified that the provisions of the FIR filed by the government againsta

newspaper owner are bailable.

He pointed out that the march, whichinvolved a bunch of 70journalists, was portrayed as ifit
were amassive demonstration. “Tickers were run on television screens to exaggerate the
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situation ,hemaintained.

The government, he asserted, doesnot wish for fifth-generation warfare to be waged against AJK

under the pretext ofjournalism.

“Those who brought the marchers to Muzaffarabad intended for the protestto occur at the
assembly gate, hoping the government would resortto force,” he added, reiterating that

maintaining peaceis the government’s highest priority.

The government will not tolerate any conspiracies against national security institutions.

The current circumstancesin Azad Kashmir must be viewed in the context ofthe broader situation

in Pakistan.



Icommend theintelligence agencies and police of Azad Kashmir for their efforts in preserving

peace and orderintheregion.

The perpetrators of the murders of Sajjad Resham and Assistant Sub-Inspecter have also been

arrested.

“Wewill not allow the relationship of Kashmiris with Pakistan to weaken”, he added.

“Asthe prime minister of the state, Iwill uphold my constitutional duties,” he emphasized.

He also expressed his gratitude to the police and security forces for their efforts in preserving

peace and order during the march.

The prime minister acknowledged the promptactions taken by the police to combat terrorism.

Governmentministersincluding Faisal Mumtaz Rathore, Nisar Ansar Abdali, Sardar Aamir Altaf,

Sardar Mir Akbar and Chaudhry Qasim Majeed were also present on the occasion



