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JERUSALEM, April 17, Israellaunched a series of airstrikes on Thursday, targeting what it
described as Hamas and Hezbollah infrastructure in Gaza and southern Lebanon.

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said its strikes in southern Lebanon focused on Hezbollah military

sites. “The IDF will operate against any attempts by Hezbollah to rebuild or establish military
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presence under the guise of civilian cover,” the military stated, without disclosing further details.
In Gaza, Israeli forces, in coordination with the Shin Bet domestic security agency, strucka
command and control centerinJabalia. The military said the site wasused by Hamas to plan and
execute attacks onIsraelicivilians and troops.

Thelatest escalation adds to the ongoingtoll from the conflict thatreignited in October 2023.
Accordingto Gaza shealth authorities, atleast 40 Palestinians were killed in Israeli airstrikes over
the past 24 hours, raising the totalnumber of deathsin Gazato 51,065. An additional 4,464 have
beeninjured since Israel resumed its offensive on March 18, following a ceasefire and prisoner
swap earlierintheyear.

Tensionsremain highin both Gazaand Lebanon, with fears of further escalation amid ongoing
cross-border exchangesbetween Israeliforcesand Hezbollah fighters. Israel maintains that its
operations are focused solely on neutralizing threats posed by armed groups operatingin civilian

areas.



