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TheIslamicnation, from Eastto West, isknown as a nation of pride and dignity. It rejects injustice,
humiliation, aggression, and oppression, especially sinceit carries a heavenly message thatit
cherishes.Therefore, whenever theIslamic Ummah becomesweak, the enemies abuseit
severely, attacking it with cruelty. “They do not observe toward a believer any pact of kinship or
covenant of protection (Al Tawbah, verse 10).” Notably, the term “Ummah” hasbeen used many
timesin the holy Quran to express unity among all Muslims and to show thateach individual
Muslim should care about all other Muslims wherever theyare.Itisatermthatexplicitly means

that Muslims all over the world are one nation “Ummah”.
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The people in mostIslamic countries have been struggling for decades to getrid of the restrictions

ofhegemonyimposed onthem internally and externally. Therefore, steadfastnessin principlesis,

ingeneral, a characteristic of the Ummabh.

Thosewhotried and aretryingtoadvance the Ummah in general are their countriesin particular

have emerged in thisUmmah in allIslamic countries and at all times. Some of them died without

achievingthat, and some of them are still on the path, walking despite the difficulties and

sacrifices. Since the Ummah isunder tremendous pressure fromits enemies and thoseloyal to

them, itlooks eagerly tothe day offreedom andliberation from the hegemony, sympathizes with

those who seekliberation, and cheers forthem.

Ontheotherhand, the crowdsbecome angryiftheysee anything that suggests the opposite, and

feelupsetwhen things go differently. Here, we need to pause to weigh things in such moments,

thatis, moments of encouragement and enthusiasm mixed with moments of disappointmentasa

resultofanaction other than what we aspire to.

Thismixed feeling and moments of confusion have happened alotin our history, and it clearly

happened onthe dayofthe Treaty of Hudaybiyyah and in the presence of the Prophet, peace and

blessings be upon him. As Muslims walk to Mecca for umrah with all pride, a situation occursin

which feelings of pride are mixed with fears of concession to the opponent and submission to



them. The moment of feelinglike giving up on principles and not being consistent with them. It was
the decision of the Messenger, peace be upon him (the decision of theleadership) to return to Al
Medina Al Munawarah. Oppositely, it was the decision of the companions to refuse submission
andinsistonsteadfastness and continuing on the path, evenifthatled to fighting, and they were
readytosacrifice and not give up. The matter became complicated and reached the stage of what
weknowintoday'slanguage as the point of dissent and disobedience to the order to stop and
returntothe AlMedina AlMunawarah. The matter was notresolved except with the
recommendation of Umm Salamah, may God be pleased with her, when she advised the Prophet
togoouttothe crowdsand tell them thatthe order tostop and return was a divine command and
not from him until everyone remained silentand reluctantly agreed. In thisincident, Quran verses
wererecited describing the situation and praising the Companions for their steadfastness and for

acceptingthe order toreturn, after which a great victory came.

Perhapswe canbenefit from thislesson that steadfastnessin truth and principlesisrequired, and
inreturn, we mustlisten to those who arein charge, without mistrust, without deviating from
politeness and forbidding evil, without exceeding thelimitsin words and expressions, and
withoutinsulting and attacking the leaders.On the other hand, leaders mustbe opento

constructive criticism, because whoever criticizesisdoing so in good faith and for an interest,



he/shesees, asthe Companionswerein Al-Hudaybiyyah.

Each ofuslooks at the matter from his own angle and from his perception of the topicunder

discussion, butthe stateleadership in generallooks from two important perspectives, and

between them, many conflicts occur. The first perspective is the internal geopolitical dimension of

thestate, including the economy, security, internal political conditions, and many others.



