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In a significant development, the Trump administration established a task force aimed at
scrutinizing Harvard University’s operations, with a focus on allegations regarding foreign
influence and the university’s ties to foreign governments. The move comes amid growing
concerns from U.S. lawmakers and officials about national security risks associated with foreign
entities contributing to American academic institutions.
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The task force, led by officials from the U.S. Department of Education, the Justice Department, and
other relevant agencies, is expected to investigate Harvard’s compliance with federal regulations
concerning foreign financial donations, research collaborations, and recruitment of foreign
talent. Harvard, one of the most prestigious academic institutions in the U.S., has long been a focal
point in debates over foreign interference in academia.
The primary concern driving the task force’s creation is the increasing involvement of foreign
governments, particularly China, in U.S. universities. Lawmakers argue that foreign funding and
influence could compromise academic integrity, leading to the potential for espionage,
intellectual property theft, and the undermining of U.S. national security interests.
Harvard has maintained its commitment to transparency, asserting that it follows all legal and
ethical guidelines related to foreign collaborations and financial disclosures. The university has
pledged full cooperation with the task force’s investigation.
Critics of the task force, however, view it as part of a broader political strategy aimed at targeting
institutions critical of the administration’s policies. Supporters, on the other hand, believe it is a
necessary step to protect the integrity of U.S. higher education from undue foreign influence.
As the investigation unfolds, it remains to be seen whether the task force will result in tangible
policy changes or merely serve as a political statement. What is clear, however, is that the Trump



administration’s scrutiny of Harvard signals broader concerns over the role of foreign interests in
American education and research.


