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Vatican City: Former U.S. President Donald Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
held arareand discreet meetinginside St. Peter’s Basilica ahead of the funeral of Pope Benedict
XVI.Thetwoleadersreportedly discussed the ongoing war in Ukraine and explored potential
strategies forinternational supportand conflict resolution.

Sourcesindicated that Trump emphasized continued backing for Ukraine's sovereignty, while
Zelenskyreiterated the urgent need forincreased military and financial assistance from Western
allies. The conversationremained private, and no official statements were issued following their
meeting.

Their talks came atamoment when global attention was focused on the solemn funeral ceremony
for Pope Benedict XVI. The unexpected dialogue between Trump and Zelensky has been viewed by
analystsasasignificantdiplomatic development, potentially influencing future approachesto the
Ukrainian conflict.

The meeting underscores the continued urgency of addressing the warin Ukraine, with both
leaderssignaling the importance of coordinated global efforts. Observers suggest that while the
meeting was informal, itsimplications could unfold in the coming days, especially as Ukraine

seeks stronger commitments from international partners.



The funeral of Pope Benedict XVIwas attended by numerous world leaders, religious figures, and
dignitaries. However, the conversation between Trump and Zelensky drew particular media
attention, raising new discussions about the evolving dynamics of global diplomacy amid ongoing

tensionsin Eastern Europe.



