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On April 25, 2025, while enroute to Rome aboard Air Force One, President Donald Trump
addressedreportersabout the escalating tensions between India and Pakistan following a deadly
terroristattackin Pahalgam, Kashmir. The attack, which claimed 26 lives, reignited the
longstanding dispute over theregion, drawing global attention.

Trump, known for his candid approach, remarked, “Iam very close to India, and I'mvery close to
Pakistan, and they ve had that fight for athousand yearsin Kashmir.” He continued, exaggerating
the timeline: “Kashmir has been going on for a thousand years, probably longer than that. There
havebeen tensions on thatborder for 1,500 years.” His casual remarks sparked social media
debate, with some questioning his historical accuracy.

The timing of Trump’s comments was critical, as India accused Pakistan of involvementin the

attack, aclaimIslamabad denied. Inretaliation, both nationsimposed countermeasures,



including India suspending the Indus Waters Treaty and Pakistan closingits airspace to Indian
airlines. Despite the rising tensions, Trump remained nonchalant. “It'sbeen the same, butI'm
surethey llfigure it out one way or the other, " he said. “Iknowbothleaders. There's great tension,
butthere alwayshasbeen.”

InIndia, officialswererelieved by Trump's decision notto offer mediation, unlike his 2019 claim
that Prime Minister Modi had requested it. In Pakistan, analysts saw his neutrality asarejection of
India’saccusations. Reactions on social media, however, werelesskind, with users mocking
Trump's comments.

As AirForceOnelandedin Rome, the future of Kashmir remained uncertain, but Trump’s

remarks had added anotherlayer to the complex conflict.



