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Introduction

Knowledge has been the eternal thirst of the human soul since time immemorial. Toignite that
thirst, Allah’s very first revelation to humankind commanded: Iqra “Read.” That primal
injunction underscored the vital importance oflearning. They say abookis man’s best friend: a
beacon of wisdom illuminating darkness, awakening consciousness, and expanding the horizons
ofthought.Yettoday, in our fast-paced social-media age, we see thisnoble tradition ofreading
waning. Our youth, engrossed in swiping screens, drift ever farther from the scent of pages, the
whisper of turningleaves, and the enduringlight of knowledge.

Into thisvoid steps Read Pakistan, amovementlike a fresh breeze, dedicated toreviving a dying
habit. Read Pakistan not only highlights theimportance of reading butalso aspires toreconnect
the nation withitsbooks. Atits helmis Mr. Farukh Shehzad Dall, Chairman of Read Pakistan. He
recently visited Qatar on a private trip, where Mrs. Shahida Khan, President of the Read Pakistan
Qatar Chapter, hosted agrand receptionin hishonor. Distinguished figures from the Pakistani

communityin Qatar—Arshad Hashmi, Javed Igbal, Qaiser Anwar, Liaqat Malik, and Rashid Atiq



attended. Whatbegan as aformal gathering bloomed into arich exchange ofideas and insights. On
thatoccasion, I, accompanied by seniorlocaljournalist Liagat Malik, seized the rare opportunity
todiscuss the founding, objectives, and plans of Read Pakistan with Mr. Dall. Here is our full

conversation, presented for ourreaders:

Interview

Haroon: HowwasRead Pakistan founded, and whatisits core purpose?

Farukh: (In a confident tone) “Read Pakistan beganin 2011 and was formally registered asan NGO
in 2014. Our fundamental goalis to connect every citizen with books and build a ‘knowledge
society' wherelearningis valued as the highest form of wealth. We take our guiding principle from
the Quran, Surah Az-Zumar, verse 9: ‘Say, are those who know equal to those who donot know?’
We firmly believe that knowledge isthe firstrung on theladder ofhuman progress, and readingis
the only meanstoacquireit. The more asociety embracesreading and literacy, the more swiftly it
advances.Fromdayone, Alhamdulillah, our efforts have yielded positive results that surpassed
our expectations.”

Haroon: Whatinspired the concept of Read Pakistan?

Farukh: (Smiling) “Theidea sprang from my own passion for books and my dream of sparking an

intellectualrevolutioninsociety.Iamalifelongreader, and much of my strategic thinking has



been shaped by thebooksI've devoured.Ideeply felt that Pakistan's absence from the ranks of
developed nations stemmed largely from an intellectual deficit especially among our youth. This
gap costsus dearly everysingle day. Untilwereclaimreading as a collective habit, neither our
societynor our country can truly succeed. Thus, to join the league of developed nations, we must
cultivate areading culture at the grassroots. Reading doesn 't merely convey information; ithones
critical thinking, encourages questioning, and fosters the discovery of new pathways—qualities
that constitute anation’sreal treasure.”

Haroon: What programs hasyour organizationlaunched in Pakistan?

Farukh: “Our work centers on fostering the reading habit through two main initiatives. Firstis our
‘Awareness’ program: seminars, social-media campaigns, writing workshops, public speeches,
and community engagement. Second, we run practical projects designed to instillreading among
children and parents. We've adapted nine proven ‘Reading Models’ from around the world—each
so effective that after two to three years, participating children develop an organiclove for books.
We'rerolling out a system in schools where students narrate a story daily. We plan to present this
modeltothe Qatarigovernmentaswell, demonstrating how to cultivate bookish passionand
establish “reading schools” without new funding or infrastructure. For example, in Japan, 10,000

schools practice a five-minute morning assembly reading session, which has transformed the



nation’sliterary culture. The UK practices a similar program, where one hour each week,
everyone—from thejanitor tothe principal-readsin solidarity.”

Haroon: What types ofbooks should people read—science and technology, or spiritual literature?
Farukh: “We value every form ofbook, be ithardcopy or e-book. The essential factor is the habit of
readingitself. Scientific volumes, fiction, philosophy, or spirituality—all are beneficial. However,
werecommend favoring hardcopies where possible to savor the book s tactile essence. Beyond
that, dedicate atleastten minutesdailytoreading abookrelated to your career. Ten minutes each
day can make you as proficient asa PhD graduatein three years—that's backed by research from
the United States, which shows daily professional reading sharpens your intellect and
communication skills.”

Haroon: How many libraries has Read Pakistan established so far?

Farukh: “Todate, we'vesetup 52 libraries—4 publiclibraries and 48 within educational
institutions or underserved areas. Our publiclibraries serve Gilgit-Baltistan, FATA, and Kashmir.
The educationallibraries operatein Sindh, the slums ofIslamabad, and government schools.
Consider this: since 1980, China hasbuilt over 600,000 libraries; the United States supports around
123,000 publiclibraries, eveninsmall towns; modern Europeannationsplace alibraryevery 1.5

kilometersto guarantee book access. Western European and African countries similarly



champion reading through school partnerships, campaigns, and conferences.”

Haroon: Whatroledowomen playin Read Pakistan—or any platform—and how crucialis their
involvement?

Farukh: “Women are the backbone of any movement. They are the ambassadors of knowledge
and architects of social change. When awomanreads, she enlightensnotjust herselfbut an entire
family, ageneration, away ofthinking.In Read Pakistan, our womenleaders have been
indispensable: Mrs. Shahida Khan, President of the Qatar Chapter; Ms. Syeda Namira Mohsin,
President of the Gulf Chapter; and Ms. Syeda Fatima Hassan Gilani, CEO of the Pakistan Chapter.
Their participation brings the empathy, continuity, and intellectual depth thatslogans alone
cannotprovide.”

Haroon: How canwe cultivatereading habitsamong children?

Farukh: “Two primary methods: First, parental involvement read to children for five minutes
before bedtime. Second, introduce a ‘Book Time' program inschools. We've developed nine
systems thathelp parents nurture abookish bond with their children.”

Haroon: How can adults adopt the habit of readinglaterin life?

Farukh: “Forming new habitsin adulthood is challenging, as the mind’s adaptability wanes with

age.Psychologists propose methods—mostnotablya 21-daytechnique to embed readinginto the



routine. Write a clear, positive commandlike ‘Twillread daily’ in thelanguage you're most
comfortable with, thenrepeatitmorning, afternoon, and evening. Consistent repetition trains
your subconscious untilreading becomes second nature.”

Haroon: Why don'teducational institutions in Pakistan foster a reading culture?

Farukh: “Frankly, our schools and colleges are disconnected from book culture and lack related
activities. We're collaborating with national and international bodies such as the Islamic
University of Africa and the University of Gambia to host monthly book-discussion sessions. Each
year werelease a curated readinglist;ifhardcopies aren’tavailable, we distribute e-books via
WhatsApp. We organize conferencesinviting top teachersto speak on theimportance ofreading,
and hold an annual ‘Fifty Books of the Year' competition on human development andleadership,
judgedbyretired professors and expertscholars. Our goalis to shift education fromrotelearning
toagenuine appreciation of literature and scholarly discourse.”

Haroon:Does Read Pakistan encourage e-books or hardcopies?

Farukh: “The advantage of e-books is immense; some 300 million titles are freely accessible as
open-source. Googleis digitizing about two billion books, and that number grows daily. Yetwe
also champion hardcopies for their scientific and psychological benefits; the tactile experience

forges adeeper connection. Forinstance, people whohold and read the Quran often memorize it



faster andretainitlonger than those whoread digitally.”

Haroon: Whatinternational projects are you undertaking to bolster Read Pakistan's global
presence?

Farukh: “We have two major globalinitiatives: first, connecting with foreign scholars, authors,
librarians, and educators we re proud to have sixty international scholars on ourroster, including
figures from the West, Africa, and Arab nations, such as Dr. Bilal Philips. Second, we're expanding
our network worldwide to spread our message and recruit more ambassadors.”

Haroon: Whatis Read Pakistan’s vision for stemming brain drain from Pakistan?

Farukh: “To combatbrain drain, we must cultivate alove for books and lifelong reading habits. As
anavidreader, [ knowreading continually supplies freshideas. If we neglect books, werisk a
national weaknessthat costsusdearly. Untilwereturn to a knowledge-centered culture, real
progresswilleludeus.”

Thisinspiring dialogue with Farukh Shehzad Dallunderscores that promoting education and
rekindling our bond with booksis the bedrock of societal advancement. Through Read Pakistan's
multifaceted programsraising awareness, establishinglibraries, engaging communities, and
forging global partnerships Mr.Dall and his team arelighting the way toward a knowledge-driven

future.Bynurturing the habitofreadingacross all ages and demographics, Read Pakistan is



charting a course for intellectual revival and sustainable progress. In the words ofits chairman,

3 . . . . .
Untilweread, learn, and question, ourjourney toward greatness remains incomplete.”



