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The United Nations hasissued an urgentwarning over arising number of foot-and-mouth disease
(FMD) outbreaks across variousregions, urgingimmediate international cooperation to prevent
further spread. The disease, which primarily affectslivestock such as cattle, sheep, goats, and
pigs, poses a seriousrisktofood security and agricultural economies worldwide.

Accordingtothe Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), recent outbreaks have beenreported

inparts of Asia, Africa, and South America. Officials fear the highly contagious virus could rapidly
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crossbordersifnot contained through swift biosecurity measures and vaccination campaigns.
The FAO emphasized that FMD does not typically affect humans buthas devastating consequences
foranimal populations and thelivelihoods of farmers. Infected animals suffer from fever, blisters,
weightloss, and reduced milk production, oftenleadingto culling to stop transmission. The
economictoll canbe severe, particularly forlow and middle income countries dependent on
livestock farming.

“Globalvigilance and coordination are essential,” said an FAO spokesperson. " Ifwe delay, the
consequences will be far-reaching notjust for farmers, but for entire food systems.”

The UNis calling on affected and at-risk nations to strengthen disease monitoring systems,
increase vaccine production, and ensure transparency inreporting new cases. Regional
cooperationwill be critical, especiallyin border zones wherelivestockmovement remains poorly
regulated.

Expertswarnthatclimate change and increased global trade may further complicate containment
efforts, making preventive action even more urgent.

With outbreaks continuing to surface, theinternational community faces a crucialmomentto act

decisivelytoprotectanimal health, rural economies, and global food stability.



